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A growing disafiection for American* In Thailand, evi- 
denced by a recent anti- American editorial in the newspaper 
'Siam Jiethf is just one indication of a reappraisal of Thai policy 


•1: 
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American Triends Service Committee jcprcsei native who re- 
cently returned from an investigatory visit to Southeast Asia. 
^Thai newspapers, he noted, are under government control*) 
f In South Vietnam, which he visiicd for the tenth time, he 
^>und a general feeling of hopelessness among the people and 
a "widespread acquiescence*" to the National Liberation Frorft 
offensive. One efTt-ct of tTic worsening situation in the cities, he 
lays, has been that “entrepreneurs who have been maV.ing 
money as a result oF the war arc caught ir> the middle.’* One 
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AFSC visitor that ^Communism ... in its worst form . * * 
co^ldnh-possibl) be as destructive as this.** — - / 
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items : 



furnished on April 11, 


1967, the following 


(1) A leaflet captioned *'AFSC Report From 

Vietnam," which states that BRONSON CLARK 
would present a talk April 5, 1967, at 
8 p.m., at the Abington Friends Meeting 
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Koute , Jenkintown* Pa. 

EROKSOK CLARK was described as a concerned Quaker 
businessman experienced in refugee projects who bad been m 
Vietnam to observe and analyze the needs of civilian war 
victims. It also stated CLARK was in charge of the AFSC 
Vietnam Refugee Frogram. 

(2) Press Release of March 27, 1967, from 
AFSC, a copy of which follows: 
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Press re less 3 of Kerch 27, 19 &7 iron A.T.S.C, 


"The United States has the power to destroy Vietnam hut it cannot vin the people 
according to Bronson P. Clark , program associate of the . American Friends Service 
Co?— lit tee, vho has just returned from a two norths survey trip to Vietnam and So 
east Asia. . - - - 


11 The Vietnamese, hath Forth er.5 South, thirl of themselves as Vietrmsse end do : 
accept the ad mini sir ati on thesis that they have invaded thermal von,” C'-rrk said, 
reporting to the AP5C staff'. "If ve vish to step the loss of American end Vietn 
lives, then ve must realise that ve are not defending South Vietnam tut are in © 


_ -* _ 


jD£Esave tn eurre anjrDoss e. pvern-ent cu uiU” ci/ulcs un South Vietnam.* 1 


Clark tre.veled extensively in Vietnam, talking to military, personnel, Viet names 
leaders and students, journalists, and AF5C staff members in Qucng Egci end in t 
Saigon area. * 


Clark vas in Vietnam during the "Iron Triangle" or "Cedar Falls Operation." Ee . 
ported that the Americans stogsd fourteen consecutive B-52 raids, employed napal 
flame thr evens , defoliation end used ditch diggers ©nd bulldozers "until the jung 
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conclusions of this operation, the Vien Cong staged an ambush vhich produced hea 
casualties to an American military group. ■ ■-•:■•'• 


"That is the story of this var," said Clark. "We have the ability to move in fo 
vhere ve vish, but cannot in fact pacify in any significant vay. The military 
indicate that the var is* a' five-year var et a minimum end that many more America 
troops vculd have to be (employed «*" Clark safd that the administration in Vashin 
is demanding of our military unreasonable dates ©nd, unattainable objectives. 


Clark saia there vere two myths holding up negotiations. The first myth, that i 
have almost von the var, is contrary to the facts in the field. Even those pro 
vinces vhich ere declared "pacified" are, in fact, unsafe for Americans vho liv< 
in forts surrounded by barbed vire end only venture out in armed .strength. 


"The second myth," said Clark, "is the continual stress on negotiations vhen, ij 
•fact, the American position in Vietnam is to drive forward vith ths var in orae: 
to vrn something. Cjcw. indicated that, if tbs Americans vsre sincere ©bout 
negotiations, they should immediately allow a free press and permit Buddhists, 
doctors, journalists, and other Saigon intellectuals an opportunity to begin to 
discuss negotiations vith' the National liberation Front. ‘ - 


0 -■ . . 

"We cannot convince the Front ve vish to negotiate vhen ve make it impossible f 
the Vietnamese to vork-out among themselves vhat form of government might emerg< 


that could negotiate vith the Viet Cong. To help vith negotiations, Americans i 
an international- presence in Vietnam, to serve as a mediator end to assist the 
Johnson administration in acquiring a practical political procedure fp*- 
Xros Vietnam, without political trauma in the United States. 
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Clark Indicates sees op tori, be on the ending of the var "by virtue of three nev 
elements: 

( ^ , ' » ■ ^ . h • * f ■ ■ k -* 

3.) • The Vietnam var offends the entire diplomatic vorld community. 

Even those diplomats vho support our efforts are currently 
encouraging our government to negotiate along U Thant's .. 

> • proposals. . . . 

T , _ ■ " j * ' 

* • - J 

. 2) Kore and more political leaders new realise that a growing body » 

of Americans are opposed .to the var end vould vote for positive 

* steps on our side to negotiate for American vithdraval. 


3). The American myth that China is great, powerful and aggressive, 
is crumbling. Chine is not regarded es a military threat by - 
nost Southeast Asian nations and even Americans vho specialize ■ 
in. "Chine vatching” feel that China is currently preoccupied 
and by no means has the posture of an expending paver. 

’ j ■ *• . 

"Another long range cause for optimism," Clark said, "lies in the fact that the 
Vietnamese people, by educating the Americans to.. the folly of trying to solve 
Southeast Asia's problems by var, have probably saved the United Stetes from a' 
var vith China. Any American political administration vill give long pause, 11 
he said, "before leading that nation into a var vith Chin a." 

lu January, 19&7t Clark resigned as vice president of Gilford Instrument 
Laboratories in order to accept his assignment vith the AFSC. Previously 
he had vorked for the Committee in China, Morocco, and Algeria, and had 
served as a member of the vorkiDg party vhicb produced the book, PEACE IN 
VIETNAM: . A KE*» APPROACH IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. .. -- v 
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By Bronson P. Clark 
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W ARS have always been hard on civilian popula- 
tions, but somehow the war in Vietnam, with the 
employment of modern weaponry (including air power) 
on an essentially peasant country produces civilian suf- 
fering in a manner different from that of past wars. As 
one well-known international correspondent said to me 
in speaking -of the American effort, "Jfs the invasion of 
the Martians!” 

One result is that the country's primitive, provincial 
hospital system is overwhelmed with casualties of all ages 
and sexes* A New Zealand doctor told me as wc walked 
through Qui Nhon hospital, *'1 believe there are more 
civilian casualties than all the military casualties on Both 
sides combined.” This hospital did not have a laboratory 

r orthy of the name; patients were often placed two to 
^bed. Antechambers to the two operating rooms were 
jrowded with wounded, some of them on makeshift cot/ 
and mats, all waiting their turn at the tables. J 

A similar hospital in Quang Ngai performs utajori 
surgery and bone repair but does not even have an X-ray 
machine? Some American government aid reaches these 
hard-pressed hospitals, but jthey are run by the Saigon 
government and suffer from slowness, bureaucratic in- 
efficiency, corruption, and the chaos resulting from the 
avar. It seems ironic that while, in the interest of efficiency. 

the United Rr SfPc in vltK C<* ImahV 

•** •-*-» vv •mu vmgvri t a iUJUUM J d* 

tions, it respects Saigon's sovereignty in medical matters. 

Before coming to Vietnam I was under the impression 
that the main fighting was taking place in remote, moun- 
tainous, guerrilla-dominated areas. In trips to cities and 
towns from the south to the northern city or Hue I found 
that most operations were undertaken in the populated 
and farming areas along the coast I know of no city in 
South Vietnam where travel beyond the city limits at 
night is regarded as safe. Except for air travel. American 
military movements during the day are made in aimed 
cCTroysr* 
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Cuiuiil cities like Dansng, Quzng Ngai, Qui Nhonv 


md, of course, Saigon have Vietcong operating Tight in 
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Military officials have told me privately th^-4t 
take one to two million men and five years to *'dt 
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United States military has responded with H and J fire 
(Harassment and Interdiction), which is random shelling 
to keep the VC oft balance. This shelling is done by Navy 
ships and shore-based batteries. The second-largest pro- 
ducer d civilian casualties is no doubt machine-gun fire 
from helicopters. As one GJ said, "If they wave at us we 
assume they are friendly, but if they Tun we let 'em 
have it!*’ 


Ac th ^ it r ^r c titiava aT rwvtili t iAn u f ntrp. 
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ably regrouped, often after harsh interrogation, in opera- 
tions carrying prosaic names like "County Fair.*' Many 
Americans of good motive, working as United States 
Government officials, attempt to make these regrouping 
operations easier on the civilian population. But the 
trauma of separation from the land and from the de- 
stroyed home and village still remains. Efforts to leave 
icfugee camps often result in additional casualties. 


joo, i ncre was reported io oe a oeonie witnin ine 
tary on whether to apply the total-destruction or the 
whelming-troop-superiority method, but it now ap 
that we may apply both. 

All this has oroduced erowln? disenchantment o 

* O O “ " -- -- 

part of Vietnamese who have supported the United S 
One former South Vietnamese Government minister 
T cannot afford to be seen with Americans, or my fr 
will regard me as a collaborator" The Buddhists 
recognized to be a group willing to take their cham 
negotiations with the National Liberation Front, so 
political initiatives were crushed. At present they a 

disarray in terms of their ability to cope with Ky*s pc 
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fery installations such as the one at Bien Hoa, which 
stretches as far as the eye can see* or the new 10,000-fooi 
jet runway tinder constructor? at Qui Nhon, aid to re- 
fugees and the wounded is fractional. The Ui>. Agency 
for International Development’s refugee budget for the 
current fiscal year, including material aid, is fourteen 
million. More millions go into distribution of USAID- 
imported foodstuffs. More than a score of volunteer 


must be taken into account in any settlement. 

Other Vietnamese Government leaders and 
namese student contacts have said that because the A 
scan establishment in South Vietnam is now so < 
whelming they feel the last vestiges of their own s 
eignty drifting away. They speak, perhaps naivel; 
the recent entry of American troups into the Delia: *' 
the UJ>. leave any area of responsibility for our 
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with the war cost. And what ore the results of the mili- 
tary effort? i 

Five internationally known war correspondents with 
whom 1 talked all agree that if the United States persists 
the country will be destroyed. As the late Bernard Fall 
said, "It will be the victory of the gTaveyard.** If you iri* % 
quire about Artier* can willingness to negotiate, you are 
looked at with amazement. "If ow can Johnson negotiate? 


ity on the part of Ky’s forces. This may account fo: 
American claim of a decline in the rate of desertions 
I believe that, considering the difficulties under v 
they are obtained, most of these figures are suspect 
As for defections from the Vietcong to Ky*s side, 
figures are again difficult to come by, though a pen 
-visit to a Chieu Hoi (open -arms) retraining camp revi 
to me a pathetic group of men and women living i 
snosi total idleness on a tiny patch of treeless waste x 
the direction of a recently imported Filipino who < 
noi speak Vietnamese! 
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tion Front and Hanoi, there seems to be general agree- 
ment that they always have been ready to discuss Ameri- 
can withdrawal but have no intention of attending a 
O ffen der conference. * •* 



-13- 


While the Johnson administration verbalizes on fbt 
flow of aid from the North and on Hanoi's direction of 
ihe Vieicong, the fact is that the United States military 
is confronted with a continuing full-scale insurgency in 
the SouLh. We are very much at war against South Viet- 
nam, and the moves into the Delta are hard to fit into 
the existing U.S. Administration myths. All agree that 
the Delta has been a VC stronghold for thirty-four years, 
despite there being scarcely a Northerner in the place! 

From my search for Vietnamese opinions on how the 
war might be stopj>cd, one thing emerged as paramount. 
This was the fact thaL, as a leading Catholic priest said 
to me, "censorship of our press and the inability to dis- 
cuss peace initiatives plus the suppression of even ‘neu- 
tralism’ makes it impossible for us to find a way out. We*' 
must rely on the United States for that" 

A youthful Vietnamese woman active in the coopera- 
tive movement said, ‘"Maybe a miracle will save us/' 

j ~ ■ - ■ 

Throughout her whole life she has known nothing but 
war, and the poignancy of her cry indicated her despair. 

J But wars are made by man, not by God, and prayers 
hot followed by specific acts upon our part will not pro- 
duce "miracles." .There are still initiatives available t<? 
the United States. U Thant's three steps {stop bombing 
tn th^Nbrth, de-escalate in the South, and negotiate wit^. 
adl participating parties) taken all together, are still valid. 
Or a leaf could be taken from Algeria, where the “nmvi- 

■ 0 , ■ r - — ■ - 


sional government" that was set up to run a referendum 
-Stepped aside in favor of the new government. Some ob- 
servers here feel that the present Constituent Assembly 
-offers a chance to create some similar government, behind 
w f hich the United States can beat a strategic retreat. Even 
though like Assembly screened out "neutralist," it seems 
clear that groundwork is being laid for eventual negotia- 
tions with the NLF. 

nvVtlU cVinn ntfcfr-hviA S/ll J a J. 

^ V vuvuiu vvuiuiuv Hi t/IHU UJJ 14 ic WULIIlllS 

of the ivar and to keep pressure on our Government offi- 
cials to reverse the continued massive American military 
build up and its concomitant destruction. We should 
pushVor prompt American military withdrawal. We can- 
not achieve our stated objectives, however noble, by em- 
ploying present methods. The tides of nationalism run 
strong in Southeast Asia. A policy that takes this into 
account can start the process of regaining our lost moral 

. 1 / M » mm _ 


kC ♦ 1 IT^> kia fnt-* A . ! n aJ *1. a T ... . __1 _1 

— ■■■y >■" ..... /iju «nu uic i til «Jl World. 


*r 

T 

i 

i 


— s- w- . A- 


a 
. * 


i 

• i 

» 






/ * ‘ ■w • 

- * t — ‘ - 


) ' 

X £f »v.+ * 

4 V Wti_ , a. 

follows : 


rrry Fclletir," Philadelphia, Pa,, March 
c sr. article captioned , "Vie tnam War ’Futile 
Ccscrver Charges," A copy of this item 
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Vietnam War 'Futile Effort :/ 
/cer Observer Charges \ 


Qua 


The war in Vietnam was de- /“winning something" and “de- 
nounced as a "futile effort ' 1 yes-Jfeatir.g North Vietnam” to one 
terd?y by a Q jaker v.ho recently . of encouragir.g Saigon leaders ( 

toured Southeast Asia, ’ Jto themselves negotiate with the j 

Bronson P. Clark, wbf> m*de|Vict Cong end set their own! 
the two-month trip /or tbej terms, I 

American Friends Service Com-! •'Instead of this, our policy] 


jnittee, reported to a session of, seems to be based on that of 


the 257th Yearly Meeting of the j Korea, and of having the coun 
Religious Society of Friends at* try severed” Clark continued, 
their Arch Street Meeting "The word 'negotiation/ to fre- 
House, 4th and Arch sts, iquently used by the administra* 

Talk of victory is a "mvih that tion in the. U. S. is almost un- 
is deluding Americans”’ it was known or unmentioned there, 
charged by the Quaker observer.} 'There is r«o free press, 43,000 
"Our hoped-for victory would, political prisoners, the Buddhists 

Ua fHT.t Viir « e**-* *SrC /K'V *.i v **-: I» * 1 T « Tt I P 9 

l/s* ^ u ku^i 41 1 v ii|yi v» * fc # r %* 

[graveyard, for our war policy j police slate, with the present as- 
tan nniir ^ ncTl nv th* rniintrv semblv screened to keep out not 

only .com munis is but also oeu- 


:an only destioy the country 
I without winning the Viet* 
namese/* Clerk declared* 


j fr/inning Is a ’’Myth* 


I "We are not defending South 
j Vietnam but are in a massive 
I military effort to impose a gov* 
lernment of our choice upon It," 
!he added. 


tralisls, and free-thinking intebj 
lectuals, including college pro-] 
fessors, are closely watched. j 
*‘Our military* achievements! 
have thus far been the leveling 
of villages, foresis and rubber 
plantations, and causing rice^ 
fields to be idle anc the cities 


j "President Johnson has Za 'Z 

: » crowded wun refugees and w;r- 
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upon the military, while the mili- i * n -) ure( V *=’**«. ”»"i’ 


with 


upun xnc jD!iiua.ry , inc jnut* . ; s • m 

tarv view the war in terms of , ums * *^P uta t ons - 


another five years and another Team lit Quang Ngal 
million men, at the minimum/’ 
he continued, "it is a myth that 
we are winning. Eighty percent 
of the countryside is still in ton- 


Clark reported especially on 
the citv of Quang Ngai and thej 
tvork there of an American] 
Friends Service team of ten na- 


trol of Viet Cong, Jai own there jtives and five Americans. The! 

as the National Liberation Front, j Americans include John PixtonJ 


"The so-called pacification of j history professor on leave from 
the natives is another myth the Ogontz Center ©f Pennsyk 
being_fed to the American peo* vania State University, and 
pie. The American troops have Keith Brinton, of George School/ 
to live in barbed-wire protected 


areas, and onlv venture out in 
armed strength.” 

iA •Police State’ 

I Clark called the possibility of 
negotiations also a m yih, unless 
the U. S. shifts Its policy from 


Newtown, Bucks county. 

Clark resigned in January as 
an executive of an electronics 
firm at Oberlin, Ohio, to join the 
American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, He recently moved to 
Germantown. 

The friends Yearly Meeting, 
tphich numbers 92 local meetings 
irith 18,000 members, will con- 
tinue through Wednesday. Fed- 
fTai Judge Albert B. Maris, €i': 
tansdowne, is presiding clerk - 1 J 


(Indicate page, name ol 
newspaper, city ctid stole 
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--- ♦’"r-: me'; .'Turns! Philadelphia, Pe., December 
V'r " _• i : , * j fi-i ’f ?*■?. arc f£6, carried an article captioned » 

• t - ■ >i — v m . - ~ t'r.p L*p?.v . ,! bv ROSS FLANAGAN, which revealed 
th*VikONSO.'': Ck^RK, RUSSELL" JOHNSON, and ROSS FLANAGAN, all 
cf the AFSC , in September 1967 participated . in a week-long 
conference in Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, with the Czechoslovakia! 
Peace Committee as host. The meetings, arranged by DAVID ^ 
DELLINGER, editor of Liberation, brought Together 41 Americans 
generally representative of the "New Left" with eight members 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 


The conference sessions were largely devoted to the 
presentation of formal statements , professions of mutual 
admiration, and the enumeration and exchange of questions for 
further discussion. The NLF placed major emphasis in its 
statement on the historical development of the Front’s struggle 
for independence and the quality, of life in its lf liberated^ 
zones, ff while the North Vietnamese focused their presentation 
around their country’s extensive and imaginative arrangements 
to cope with stepped-up American bombing- The American 
delegation presented an assessment of the effects (political, 

f «, 1 M.<W> 4 a \ ^Vi A LT 1 W' n W ♦Ha Ifrn+Art and 

euL xax y auu xz luj w / v* miw- *** v**w ««»* - — — " 7 

an explanation of the role of various constituencies active 
in the anti-war movement. 
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CONFIDENTIAL - NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR QUOTATION WITHOUT PERKISSI ON OF THE AFSC 

• __ 
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American Friends Service Committee 160 North l£th Street, Fhila., Pa. 

Journey to the War: A Current View of Vietnam 


oy Bronson r. uiaru 


1 . 


The Spreading War 


The return to Southeast Asia for a second visit separated by one year* 
produced a striking impression of a war of increasing intensity but, far more 
seriously, a war that has now spread in substantial ways to the Southeast Asian 
countries around Vietnam. We are familiar with the N0,000 American troops in 
Thailand and the exi stance of five major air bases from which American pilots 
currently bomb Laos and North Vietnam. We are also aware of the recent issue of 
hot pursuit into Cambodia. Unfortunately, most of the press and public attention 
appears to have been on the point of the reaction of Prince Sihanouk should hot 
pursuit occur either in the form of incursions into his territory by American 
troops or, more likely, bombing by the air force. There has been far less 
attention to the fact that such hot pursuit is a major escalation of the war. 
as predicted by U Thant well over a year ago* 


As for Laos itself, conversations with international agency personnel, 
diplomats and newsmen would appear to confirm that the war there is growing in 
intensity although limited in part by the fact that the United States cannot 
overtly, under its 1962 neutrality agreement, place American military troops in 
Laos* However, I have met International Voluntary Service personnel who 
indicate that there are at least two military camps which are under the 
direction of American Green Berets who are not in uniform but dressed in blue 
denim and who are engaged in training the Laotian army In counter-insurgency 
tactics. Furthermore, TVS personnel in Laos tell me that a very substantial 
number of individuals who are known as "requirements officers 11 and who are attache 
to the USAID mission are in fact military personnel actively engaged in advising 
and training the Lao arrqy. In addition, the CIA was reported to be active and 
had installations adjacent to most of the major air ports in the areas under the 
-control of the Laotian government. There was considerable evidence that American 
uiilitary .assistance to the Lao air force was causing increased bombing of the 
areas involving the Ho Chi Kinh Trail and other Pathet Lao controlled areas. 


Another disquieting development is the Green Beret training of an elite 
military unit of "Free Khmers" in South Vietnam* I personally visited this 
‘ training camp and talked with many of the Khmer s themselves. They are 
technically in the South Vietnamese a my but are dressed in better than average 
uniforms and are paid 2,000 piastres per month over the normal pay of other 
South Vietnamese army uriits. They are in training at Long Hai, which is located 
just across the bay from Vung Tai at the mouth of the Saigon River. Hasty of 
these men were born in Cambodia, although some were born in South Vietnam* They 
are anti-Sihanouk follower© of Son Ngoc Thanh who Is a political opponent of 
Sihanouk currently resident in Saigon. Thanh was formerly the prime minister of 
Cambodia at the time of the Japanese occupation during the Second World War.* 
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It would appear clear that the training of these Free Khmers in counter-insurgen 
indicates their possible use should relations with Sihanouk deteriorate to the 
point where land entry into Cambodia is called for by the American military. 


The increase in American military pressure throughout the whole area, 
including intensification of bombing in North Vietnam, has apparently produced 
considerable counter-escalation in various areas. It would appear that the 
Insurgency in Northeast Thailand is now receiving considerable support from 
North Vietnam and China, that substantial groups of North Vietnamese military 
regulars are operating in Laos in the provinces contiguous to North Vietnam and 
through the eastern and southern areas of Laos near the Ho Chi Ninh Trail. Thes 
North Vietnamese regulars - according to diplomats, IVS personnel and Internatio 
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plains from the mountainous areas, taken rice and then retreated into the hills. 
Also, American scholars familiar with Southeast Asian affairs have accepted 
figures on the number of Chinese Peoples Liberation Army troops now in North 
Vietnam as being upwards of 140,000. Their work in North Vietnam appears to 
be concerned primarily with logistics and railroad repair. During my visit I 
talked with the Southeast Asian scholar. Nr. Brian Shaw, who is with the 
Department of International Relations Institute of Advanced Studies, Australian 
National University, Canberra. His area of study is concerned primarily with 
Chinese-North Vietnamese relations and he indicated that on the basis of data 
from three independent sources he now believes that there are 80,000 Chinese . 
troops operating in North Vietnam in logistic support. This, of course, is 
a major intervention on the part of China and makes academic any speculation 
that China would permit a military defeat of the Democratic Republic of North 
Vietnam, let alone of the NLF. In conversations with senior American military 
personnel and American diplomatic personnel one is aware of the desire of these 
people to discuss the war in Vietnam not just in specific terms of Vietnam itsel 
They give an analysis based upon .a major confrontation with * communists”, 

* insurgents’' or those who advocate "wars of liberation” throughout an Asia. As 
the American Ambassador to* Laos, William Sullivan, said, "The American people do 
not realize that if we a?e properly to confront China a larger understanding of 
Dnited States goals and objectives is required. Further, a willingness on the 
part of Americans to sacrifice for their belief in a "free world" must be equal 
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This rather harsh cold war analysis leaves out any understanding of the tides of 
nationalism which sweep through Asia or of the wide variety of cultures* languag 
and beliefs which divide the numerous countries of Southeast Asia* However* the 
point here is that it is an attitude which seeks not negotiation but the &pplica j 
-of further military power in a situation where political and economic solutions 
point the only way toward peace* 


2* The Untruthful War 


The second most striking thing to a visitor is the substantial discrep 
between the position held by General William Westmoreland that the r end is in 
sight” and the realities r one sees in Vietnam. Hard evidence shows that ^securit; 
has deteriorated throughout South Vietnam as against a year ago. Senator Percy 
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"that in one private meeting between the Senator and seven senior American corres 
pondents all seven agreed that the United States could not win the war. 
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They vere speaking in the' sense thc*t the Et&ted objectives of the American govern- 
ment could not, in fact, be achieved by our present methods and that the country 
v&s gradually being destroyed and the culture ruined. Mr. Scott Cohen, a member 
of Senator Percy's staff, stated that out of approximately twenty newsmen vith 
vhom they talked, nineteen felt the present American posture in Vietnam vas a 
disaster. The same opinions vere held by numerous International Voluntary Service 
personnel and many TISAXD representatives as well as leading Vietnamese# 
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The representative of CARE in Da Kang reported that he no longer uses 
the main route leading south as he recently was ambushed in broad daylight. 
Elizabeth Brown, the director of Foster Parents Plan no longer can permit her -> . 
social workers to travel and now confines the staff to Saigon. IV S personnel 
told me that many areas heretofore open to them are closed; particularly in the 
Central Highlands but also in many other areas such as the Delta* Roger Montgomeiy 
who is the director of TVS operations in Four Corps, which covers the entire Delta, 
told me that villages where his agricultural workers had stayed were now insecure 
and that they had to return to the provincial capital at night. 


He spoke of the difficulty of traveling from Can Tho, which is the 
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of Ba Yuan Province, as this road had become insecure. In fact, in Can Tho 
itself there is a curfew et 9 F" and Americans and American military personnel 
within the city live behind barbed wire end anti-grenade nets extending to the 
third floor of the billet and protected by guards with machine guns. I 
witnessed "Vietnamese personnel entering and leaving American basis in the Delta 
being given body search. The ability of the Viet Cong to travel freely through 
the Delta and their hold on the great majority of the people is admitted by the 
American military. Vietnamese Christian Service personnel, a Protestant service 
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Da Nang area there is a serious deterioration of security. This was underscored 
by a recent Viet Cong m<jrtar attack on the massive American air base at Da Nang 
from the hills a short distance away. A visit to a large American air base 
located at Phu Gat, which is east of Pleiku, revealed that large numbers of 
planes had to be evacuated recently because of VC shelling of the base. One 
must remember that these are heavily protected bases of enormous size, located 
in populous areas which are unlike the jungle areas and show the ability of the 
"VC to move pretty much at will even the the coastal areas. 


; The Saigon Bureau Chief of the New York Times, Mr. Thomas Buckley, 
said to me that security is probably worse and certainly no better than a year 
ago and that one Bhould assume that General Westmoreland would always put a 
good light on "progress". Two long conversations with Francois Sully of 
Newsweek revealed that American combat groups were 20$ under-manned and that 
’ soldiers with only 90 days of training were going into combat. As I had just 
read the artifcle in the December 11 issue of Newsweek entitled "Filling the 
Boles" which reveals how the Pentagon is able to quickly replace those killed 
in battle, it seemed in direct conflict with the information given by Francois 
Sully. He reported, however, that his own story on the 20$ deficiency had been 
checked by his magazine with the Feni^jnjy^jj^j^ ensuing story was the result. 
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officers of JUSPAO (Joint United States Public Affairs Office) is notorious 
end the head of JUSPAO recently vas changed primarily, as one newsman said to 
me, "because of the bad relations between the U.S. establishment and the press 
in "Vietnam’ 1 . Part of this is because the Johnson Administration has been 
pressing sharply for good reports from the field which show progress. I ran 
into this in several interviews which revealed the pressure on American 
personnel to send encouraging reports from their areas which "Washington could 
use to present an optimistic picture. This was confirmed in a news story by 


R. W. Apple of the New York Timps on the front page of the January 1, .1968, 
issue in a release entitled, "UTS. Said to Press Sharply for Good Vietnam 
Reports” . 


■«. 


Basic to this reporting is the operation of ’'H.E.S.”, a hamlet 
-evaluation system by which each hamlet in South Vietnam is classified on a grade 
from A through E as to degree of security or pacification. It is this basic 
System of analysis which produces the figures by which the Administration claims 
we control two-thirds of the people. Basic data as to whether a hamlet is under 
VC control or Sal eon eovernment control, or a variation in betv;een is produced at 

W W • 

the district level. The American military district advisors, the overwhelming 
majority of whom speak no Vietnamese, are entirely dependent upon information 
given by the district chief who is Vietnamese. This district chief is a South 
Vietnamese army officer operating with an extremely limited English vocabulary 


ana not parii cuuarxy aesirous 01 presenting a gloomy picture, me result is 
that an almost totally false set of data is being received as to what area is 
©ecure and what is insecure, what roads are open or closed, which roads can be 
traveled without military escort and those which are open only in the sense that 
-they can be traversed in heavily armed conveys, let the Pentagon continues to 
issue press releases based on this data creating a wholly false impression which 
irritates even the military personnel in Vietnam. For example, one U.S. military 
officer responsible for a$ Entire province in the Dalta said, "The VC had this 
area for 25 years. Out of h50 hamlets in this province we have perhaps pacified 
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could pacify this province within the six months to one year goal Saigon has 
given us. No doubt there will have to be an American presence for 25 years If 

we are to accomplish the long range goals of building a viable economic and 

political society. After all, this is Asia!" 


3« The War for the People- 

It is a contention of the Administration that there are more and more 
defectors from the Viet Cong, that there is a diminution of "anti -American feeling 
»s a result of Increasing security and pacification. Once again a visitor to the 

field must report that this conclusion appears to be almost wholly at variance 
with the facts.* Quaker personnel which now number 30 in South Vietnam report 
universally a rising anti-Americanism based largely on the continued enormous 
growth of American presence with its concomitant increased military activity, 
particularly bombings, with the creation of masses of refugees and civilian 
casualties. This opinion is confirmed by other volunteer agency personnel, such 
as those with International Voluntary Service,, who report that it is more difficult 
than ever to have close Vietnamese friends and that as the American presence 
increases they as Americans begin to feel more and more isolated from their 
Vietnamese counterparts.. —23- 
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In a conversation vith Doan Thanh Lien, vho is a Saigon government worker 

attempting to initiate social service projects in the slum areas of Saigon 

in order to counter the work of Viet Cong cadre vho operate throughout his districts 
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due, as he said, to the anti-Americanism which is on the increase in his districts. 


The Vietnamese Buddhist leaders, both student leaders and religious leader 
-report that the poor American intelligence which often causes air attacks on 
"friendly 11 villages is another cause of the rise of anti-Americanism. One Buddhist 
leader reported that in a village near KLeiku regarded as "friendly" the VC staged 
a military attack against the police station in the village. This resulted in a 
retaliatory air strike against the entire village by the air force. 3VS personnel 
reported to me that their attempts to file complaints to the military with respect • 
to air strikes in friendly areas had met with rebuff and in some cases antagonism. 


Those familiar vith the complexities of the administrative bureaucracy -Of 
pacification and vho have followed the changing alphabet from US OK through USAID 
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coordination effort between the military operations and the civilian pacification 
programs, have come to expect the predominance in priorities for military 
requirements* This has resulted in disenchantment on the part of many USAID 
-people vho have had other overseas experience. Volunteer agency people report that 
these professionals have been leaving in large numbers to be replaced by USAID 
personnel recently recruited in the United States who have no experience and 
very little understanding of work in underdeveloped areas abroad, let alone a. 
grasp of the complexities of trying to win hearts and minds in a situation 
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I also sensed growing disenchantment among U.S. Embassy personnel. 


A close-up view of the pacification program was afforded me during a 
visit to Ba Xuyen Province, ^located south of Can Tho in the Delta. I arrived at 
the provincial capital, S£c Trang, and proceeded unannounced to the MAGV (Military 
Advisement Group Vietnam) This is the headquarters which coordinates the 
military and civilian efforts looking toward the pacification of the province. 

I had been given the name of the psychological warfare officer and after some 
inquiry from a number of personnel milling around proceeded to the second floor, 
opened a door and entered the briefing room and outer office of the provincial 
representative, otherwise known as the "Provrep", The Provrep is an American, 
usually a military officer .either retired or on leave, vho with his Vietnamese 
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I introduced myself to the psychological warfare officer as being a representative 
of the American Friends Service Committee which has 30 people in Vietnam and said 
that while I had considerable relation to these people my basic responsibility was 
to assay the progress and effect of the war on Vietnamese society and to -.update 
the information, which the American Friends Service Committee uses in making 
various proposals for a negotiated solution to the war. I stated that we were 
critics of the Administration 1 s military effort in Vietnam, Stealing a leaf 
from Stewart Keacham ' s book, I asked with a smile whether they would not prefer 
critic5 fl ©.s ^g£ir.st ^uninfoirnBd Gritics fl i J?s rspUsd vith ^ laugh* 
"Informed critics, by all means", and said he would answer aiy question I had. 


--- - -The result was a full military briefing in front of the map with its 

.various plastic overlays which set forth the military and pacification objectives, 
both those that had been obtained in 196? and those projected for l Oisn. 
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The map indicated that there was seme progress in some of the hamlets directly 
along the branch of the Kekong Hiver and perhaps along one main canal but, by 
and large, the entire province could be classified as thoroughly unpacified and 
militarily insecure. The map shoved the location of all ARVK (Saigon) troops 
and areas under the control of the VC. It indicated in colored circles the range 
of 105 mm. cannon for Harassment and Interdiction Fire. The VC were alleged to 
-have a main route for moving supplies from Cambodia down into the Delta and 
across to some of the regrouping areas further to the south and west of Ba Xuyen 
Province. I was informed that the objectives for 19&8 were the pacification of 
■the entire province in the first six months vith some mop-up activity for the 
second six months. Based on the very small progress to date, this seemed to me t 
a totally unrealizable objective and I inquired of the Provrep whether or not 
he felt the objective to be wholly unrealistic. He felt that the objective was 
unrealistic given his present troop level but indicated that there were consider- 
able plans in Saigon at American military headquarters to supply him with additio 
-al aid in the form of additional American and Vietnamese troops. However, he 
lamented that his South Vietnamese military counterpart, the military governor, 
had not heard of these plans to date from his superiors. Subsequent to the 
briefing we were joined by the editor of the Chattanooga Times who flew in for 
a visit from Saigon. At one point he asked the Provrep whether or not the 
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than the $36 billion a year currently being spent. This brought a wry smile to 
the Provrep who responded that if aid was not increased but decreased the job 
of pacification would stretch out ad_ infinitum . The psychological warfare office 
then took the editor of the Chattanooga Times and jiyself by U. S. Array helicopter 
to a pacified hamlet which he said was the best one in the province and known as 
Soc Dong. This is a hamlet east of Soc Trang in an area inaccessible by road 
but accessible by small canals where fourteen Vietnamese families have had their 
village augmented by 100 additional families and then barbed wire erected around 
their village with a mud -vailed militarv cost built in one corner of the village. 

w ~ — . - - - me A. ~ - _ _ . _ 

We landed on .a small paddy dike and stepped out of the copter which promptly 
departed and proceeded £0 meet the hamlet chief. 


We were informed by the psychological warfare officer "that The 
pacification of this hamlet had proceeded first with a major military effort To 
sweep the VC regulars from the area. Then one of the Vietnamese 5?-man revolutic 
ary development teams had entered the hamlet to proceed with its pacification. 
This meant rooting out the VC cadre and then, in cooperation with the American 
USAID program, distributing goods. In addition the hamlet was surrounded with 
barbed wire, three small concrete foot bridges were built over waterways, a 
small generator was supplied so each hut could have one light bulb and finally 
a post was erected in the center of the village on which a -television set was 
placed. The psychological warfare officer said the heretofore the VC bad 
conscripted their young people and often taken rice. How the Saigon government 
personnel were paying them cash for their rice and some measure of prosperity 
was therefore achieved for the first time by the hamlet. 


During the visit the hamlet chief asked the psychological warfare offic 
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which would aee m to indicate 
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would probably be pretty endless as time went on. However, the revolutionary 
development team had now moved on to another village, leaving these Vietnamese 
to defend themselves against any incursions the VC might make. During the tour 
the psychological warfare officer happened to mention that only last week a 
VC cadre girl was discovered within the ha»let and she had been removed. 
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One wondered whether py not this might he done over and over again with other cadj 
being discovered next week* Jt would appear that the pacification was based 
essentially on a total -economic subsidy and give-away program. It was apparent 
that this email hamlet could be attacked and overcome at any time even granting 
the will of tho 56 inside the barbed vire to resist. 


P\xr£ng the mlitary briefing I had pointed to bjx outlyifig government 
'p ogt pn " the -gird -^sired' Thy-the 1 * * 4 " VC~ted" not attacked such an '1551a teo - post * 

The psychological warfare pfficer replied that in many cases the VC left isolate* 
PQStg feipne in $ kind pf working agreement with the Saigom government troops 
vhp in turn left them £lone, This was one of the problem the Americans ^di>d 
they faced and cpuld account for the ability perhaps of same of these isolated 
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Th e so un d o fjthe returning ^helicopter cut short xur visits and we^said 

cur goodbyes and Shortly were airborne over the hamlet flying almost vertically 
tip to ftvcdd CTPPSing pver bcptfle country vhere VC might take the helicopter undi 
fire", — ft 'Vap"?t bitter complaint pf the psychological warfare officer that ?npst 
of the operations in the province were conducted from the ^ir or by shelling a 
long distance from the ground, Jle felt that real pacification could never occur 

rroirnd and working tforouehout'Hhe province, 
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A likelihood pf this pccuring jin the near future did not seem bright to him. On 
could only conclude that with pver hOO hamlets to go any idea that the "end inde 
•4* in sight"- is A myth* Ag a matter of fact, this was clearly recognized by the 
Frovrep who ruefully said we really have only one pacified province in all pf 
Vietnam, He was referring to An Biang which is a province with specific ethnic 
*nd tribal minorities which have historically been hostile to the VC. 


Purfng my visit, I once again made the trip by land through Fhouc Tuy 
Province which had been declared pacified several times. There were the same 
forts where Americans and Vietnamese lived in encampments behind concrete and 


barbed wire. -There vere*the game regrouped peasants in make -shift villages amid 
• devastated end destroyed countryside. The only difference was that this time 
the American military presence had been augmented by Australian military persona 
who traversed the main road with enormous canon carried oa great, wide half«-trac 
vehicles* There were also extensive mobile mortar companies which shelled the 
hills ef the province both by day and by night. Aerial surveillance continued 
with observer planes being the pilot fish for air strikes. Any idea that this 
province was "pacified" any more than it was a year ago would be hard to sustain 
And it is important tP realize that, basically, pacification has meant to the 
military not winning over the Vietnamese people but making it possible to Sbter 
the province without being shot *t, , 


I held long conversations with Dr. Au Truong Thanh who was Minister of 

finance under Hem but was later imprisoned by Diem. He was also briefly Minist 
©f finance under President Ky but was later imprisoned by him as well. X>r. Than 
WftS * peace candidate foh president but ruled off the ballot by the military ^un 

In response to a question regarding the rise of anti-Americanism he said, "There 
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If a poll were taken among say $0 of his friends none would think that the D.S 
could in any sense win the hearts and minds of the Vietnamese. 
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It would be expected that this courageous craiac of the military government would 
hold such opinions, but they were confirmed by numerous interviews with newsmen, 
diplomats, government workers, volunteers and Vietnamese from various walks of 
life* 


I revisited a Chieu Hoi center for VC defectors in I Corps and found 
that the population of the camp in one year had dropped from 300 to 69, A tour 
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to provide productive skills consisted of nine seving machines and two barber chairs 
•Visits to the refugee camps confirmed the reports appearing in the American press 
as to the lack of sanitation, water facilities or cultivable land and attests to 
their overcrowded conditions with demoralization of the young and old alike. 

The American government has made several statements respecting increased aid to* 
refugees and more attention to treating the thousands of civilian casualties but 

to date these have largely been promises for the future. Given the increased 

pattern of intensified war, one can only conclude that we are deluding ourselves 
if we think our present methods in Vietnam are "winning hearts and minds" • 

h. The Nationalists 


One is struck on a visit to Vietnam with the number of moderate nation- 
alists who, inspite of a rather harsh police state, continue to make known to any 
observer their belief that a solution to the war must involve the creation of a 
government in the Saigon- controlled areas which is not dominated by a military 
junta and which will be willing to' enter negotiations with the National Liberation 
Front leading to some form of coalition government which is based on the power 
realities with which South Vietnam is confronted today. When the term nationalist 
is used we are speaking of various political leaders, intellectuals, professors, 
student leaders and Buddhists who are basically anti-VC but who feel that it is 
better to attempt to create a government based upon negotiations among the 
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enormous casualties, the growing corruption and degeneration of their culture 
plus the possibilities of a totally expanded war throughout the whole Southeast 
Asian area. As one youthful Buddhist leader stated, "It is time for the Buddhists 
to negotiate with the National liberation Front. At least they axe Vietnamese 
whereas there is no hope with the Americans who are destroying our country". 

All of South Vietnam’s Catholic bishops recently joined in a statement calling 
for an end of the war and negotiations with the NLF and Hanoi. 
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and who was the editor of’ the Vietnam Guardian, a newspaper which has. been 
closed by the Saigon government for over, twelve months, said, "Why,. 'if the 
United States wants to punish or contain China, bomb Vietnam? Why pick on ns? 

Why do you send people who know absolutely nothing about Vietnam to devise 
programs for Vietnam? Why do you support a corrupt military government? 

Cannot we hav^ a true nationalist government which will negotiate with the 
communists? Diem wanted^ that, so he was killed. He was really a nationalist, 
so I supported him, but "he was killed. How can you fight communism with this 
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side is unreasonable. Ho Chi Minh blindly resists. Do they want Vietnam destroy- 
ed, the genocide of a people? That is what is happening. The Americans are 
making millions of refugees and killing masses of others. - Are you trying to win 
tis with this bombing? The bombing of a tiny and poor country? 
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A bombing nov: equal in tonnage to that dropped in all of World War II? Vietnam 
vill be crushed between communism and capitalism and we. want neither* Vietnamese 
vith no money or jobs are forced to work on your payroll and our society is 
becoming corrupt. Even if the war were to finish nov it would take three genera 
tions to recover. n This is typical of the opinions of the nationalists who feel 
that they cannot resolve their own Vietnamese differences because- the Americans 
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Among the nationalists holding this view are some who are currently in 
the Saigon government itself. They have become increasingly despairing of the 
ability to maintain programs based on real accomplishment and integrity in a tide 
wave of corruption surrounding the billions which the United States is pouring ir 
the Vietnam effort. Two government liaders actively working in national programs 
Etated to me that the corruption involving USAID materials was "total 1 '. In one 
case one government worker insisted that no USAID material enter the area in vhic 
he was working as it made his job impossible and it would be better to have no 
aid than to be surrounded by the corruption which negated his every effort. One 
would like to quote these individuals by name and identify them but Americans 
must realize that the Vietnamese live in a tight and rigid police state in which 
police agents and counter-intelligence agents are everywhere. As one student 
leader put it, "We do not have the money or resources to know the full &ory of 
the penetration of the CIA but let me say we smell .them everywhere." 


M 


Buddhist leaders are particularly watched by the police and in many cas 
must report weekly to the police. Some are unable to return to their own villagt 
or cities, such as Hue, from which they came. Interviews with leaders of Buddhii 
■educational institutions convince one that they are operating under enormous 
government pressure and surveillance. In fact, the recent mobilization order whd 
lowered the draft age from 21 to 18 provides for conscripts into the South 
Vietnamese army to serve 1$ years. Recently ten Buddhist students were drafted 
out of their university iqto the army and subsequently staged a hunger strike in 
protest against the new Inobilization order. This mobilization order, of course, 
came about because of the American pressure to force the "Vietnamese to participal 
more actively in the war, a thing that they are obviously increasingly reluctant 
to do. In two interviews Thich Tri Qu&'ng, the most forceful and well-known 
Buddhist leader in South Vietnam, stated that one cannot discuss a coalition 
government or relations with the ULF or even the Americans without first stoppinj 
the war. Thich Tri Quang also stated that present American policy created 
communists. He said the .policy -was so disastrous that -every objective as stated 
about producing a Vietnam according to American objectives was unobtainable. 

He felt, therefore, that the present policy must be reversed before the other 
questions could be dealt with as the war made these questions impossible to 
resolve. There is no doubt that as the war proceeds even the nationalists may 
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middle ground* is eliminated by the Americans, The very Vietnamese group which 
could enter into negotiations with the ULF and who could moderate and have 
substantial effect on aiiy NLF program, the Buddhists, is being harshly dealt wit] 
by the American establishment in conjunction with the Thieu-Ky government as 
we press on for elusive military victory. The inability to have free and open 
elections, the inability for a press to function within the Saigon-controlled 
areas, the inability of Vietnamese groups to meet and discuss their own future 
makes it unlikely that the Americans can extricate themselves from Vietnam. 
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The end result is that the Administration pursues an ever expanding war 
and creates an illusion with the American public that it will soon be over* 
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refuse to take the steps which could lead to negotiations. Because of its poor 
military posture in Vietnam the Administration presses this grim var of attrition 
until it calculates it can dominate any negotiation or force unconditional 
surrender. 


5. The Quaker Program 


A year later the Quang Bgai Hospital looks grimmer and more overwhelmed 
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a 7?0 patient load plus some patients on porches and entryvays who were not 
actually enrolled in the hospital. It continues to be a shattering experience 
to walk through these over-crowded wards with patients two to a bed, with 
inadequate medical staff and inadequate sanitary facilities or even water, i 
observed patients leaving the wards and going to the toilet in the grassy spots 
adjacent to the buildings. Some wards had one cold water spiggot for over 100 
patients. In one orthopedic ward there were 28 beds with 77 patients present, 
lU of whom were on a double line of stretchers on the floor of the one corridor. 

The previous Sunday the 30' x 10 * admission ward was overwhelmed with o0 
civilian wounded who had suddenly arrived after a brief military action some 
twelve miles to the north. You can imagine the addition of 60 patients, many 
of whom were badly wounded and bleeding, to an already overwhelmed staff and 
hospital. As Joe Clark, the Quaker director of the prosthesis program, said, 

"It was sheer carnage." Into this rather grim picture has come the Quaker 
physical therapy and prosthesis program now operating in a nev: building where 20 
Vietnamese apprentices manufacture artificial limbs primarily from local materials. 
There is a current production level of approximately 200 limbs a month and an 
objective of 3 00 limbs a month under present goals. These limbs are being fitted 
on a small number of the over b,000 amputees in Quang Ngai Province who, like all 
the other Vietnamese in the northern provinces of South Vietnam, have no other 
available prosthetic service. It is a moving experience to see a mother holding 
the hand of her ^-year-old son as she leads him through the practice steps of 
learning to walk with an artificial limb. There is also a "forgotten ward" which 
has been turned over to the Quakers which is occupied by what can only be classifit 
as the human refuse of the war. These are people who are far too ill. to leave the 


hospital and yet who are beirg pushed out because of the pressure of incoming 
casualties. An old. abandoned building has been scrubbed and put in useable 
condition and here a Quaker nurse encourages the patients to get up from their 
canvas cots to try walking around and encourages their attendance at the 
prosthetic and physical therapy center. Most of the patients are wholly ignorant 
of the need to exercise the wounded muscles and have no knowledge of the technique: 
for recovery, particularly when artificial limbs are involved. • Yet they are eager 
learners with the encouragement and love of these Quaker workers. An outstanding 
service of binding up the wounds of war is now underway which in time will natch 
those other great Quaker? stories such es the child -feeding program in Germany or 
service in tne Soviet Union during the Russian famine. One must be aware that 
many of these patients have active infections and during their physical rehabilita- 
tion the Quaker workers are changing bandages. Many poor medical practices cause 
severe problems. For example, one young lad had his foot in traction and a tight-, 
bandage around his ankle. This was never changed or his position moved for several 
weeks with the result that the constricted circulation of blood plus his wounds 
caused severe leg infections and almost total atrophy of the foot itself. 
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He is now undergoing therapy exercises on a regular basis and comes each day from 
the forgotten ward to the rehabilitation center for his treatment* 

Host of the amputations have been done not by doctors but by "surgical 
technicians" who are totally unfamiliar with proper amputation techniques for 
subsequent fitting of prosthetic devices. The result is the bones are often, cut 
leaving sharp points and the flap of the skin is sewn together at the end of the 
bone rather than being pulled over the stump and sewn at the back of the limb. 

This makes fitting of prosthetic devices more difficult and painful for the 
■patient and in some cases additional surgery is sought by our prosthetic director 
and the nurses. However , in an overloaded hospital it is difficult to find free . 
time on the part of the surgeons for this type of repair surgery. r 

• The case histories which the Quakers are now compiling indicate that the 
overwhelming majority of these civilian victims were injured by mortar and canon 
fire and by small arms fire, often from unknown sources. Many of the victims were 
in what were regarded as friendly and secure villages but who received wounds from 
Harassment and Interdiction Pi re which is mortar fire initiated by the Americans 
to "keep the VC on the move and awake"- during the night* Some victims were caught 
in mortar engagements between Vietnamese and American military groups but any 
accurate tabulation of the cause of the casualties is extremely difficult. 

One can only say that these are the victims of war and that it is a profoundly 
moving Quaker service of human compassion that carries a great message of love 
and reconciliation in the midst of the horror. 

The Day Care Center for children who have lost at least one parent in 
the war has settled down into a program typical for that of a nursery school. 

The children ere given rudimentary reading and writing skills as well as number 
recognition and participate in collective exercise and games as well as receiving 
two snacks during the day -and a hot meal at noon. The over-crowded schools of Qua 
Ngai will not accept students into the first grade who cannot at least read and 
write. The result is that the children from the Quaker Day Care Center are being 
admitted into the public school system. Advanced classes for older refugee girls 
continue in sewing and diet and an active social work training program is 
proceeding under the direction of two Quaker social workers not only in conjunctio 
with the families associated with the Day Care Center hut also with the prosthetic 
and physical therapy center. Three Vietnamese are now engaged in social work 
training, a much needed skill in Vietnam. 

. In the VISA program the ten young people currently in South Vietnam 
continue to function in a variety of service assignments in which they mainly 
work under Vietnamese direction and within Vietnamese organizations. The VISA 
program has at its heart an attempt to relate to the real -.concerns -and cares 
of the Vietnamese and carries with it, I feel, an "important contribution in 
indicating that there are Americans who do not share the methods or objectives 
of the present American military effort. Bather, it shows there are Americans 
who are prepared to express support and concern to the Vietnamese that they be 
given the freedom to find their own way. VISA personnel are now engaged in 
teaching automobile mechanics to young boys. Ctie W works in a Catholic hostel 
operated for boys between the ages of 12 and 17 who are "shoe shine boys", meaning 
that they have came adrift and are without family and who scrounge a living by. 
whatever means they can. 
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This hostel offers & home atmosphere and some educational and employment assistance 
vhere a bakery is operated* Other VISA personnel are working in Buddhist educations 
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in the Pleiku area involving immunization and drug distribution'. Work assignments 
often change, however, and it is difficult for new VISA arrivals to enter into a 
work assignment promptly. This is because the objective is not work for work’s 
sake but to find an assignment in which a sensitive interpretive ^ob can be done. 


One can only feel after discussions with many Vietnamese that the Quaker 
program in Vietnam is a valuable contribution. For example. Dr. Ton That Thien 
and Au Truong Thanh expressed a strong desire and concern that Quakers continue 
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■understand what is going on and enables you to remain in touch with those of us 
who are struggling to devise alternative means to this war.” There has been 
concern among some American Quakers as to whether or not the basic anti-war position 
of Quakers is understood in Vietnam. It is here that one of the most remarkable 
changes has taken place within the year separating my two visits to Vietnam. 

Quakers are very veil known to many large sections of the Vietnamese community. 

Not only has the almost two years of the VISA and Quang Ngai programs achieved 
a measure of acceptance and understanding but also the numerour Quaker visitors 


to Vietnam plus the newspaper ads and book and the general ■posture of Quakers with 


respect to the war have made clear our position. The voyage of the Phoenix has 
also reinforced our position. The Phoenix has had a particularly striking effect 
in the Buddhist community where it is felt the voyage highlighted the repressive 
'situation in which Buddhists found themselves and indicated a Quaker understanding 
of it. While the voyage of the Fhoenix has produced some hostility in some 
quarters, on balance it has reinforced the position occupied by Quakers with respect 
to the war. I came away with the feeling that when all of this is over, if the 
American government would like to recoup in some small way a tiny measure of what 
has been lost in relations between Americans and Vietnamese, it would be an astute 
move to appoint a Quaker ambassador to Vietnam. 



— 31 - 


1 - 


iprinr 2966 edition of "Quaker Service Kiddie 
Aclm“.*:o ?.friO“ai Edition , issued by the AFSC, Baltimore, 

Me., ccr.tains an article captioned, "War interrupts AFSC programs in 
Vietnam' by BRONSON P. CLARK revealed that all AFSC vork in 
Vietnam was suspended for the time being in mid- February 
because war conditions made it impossible to continue. Personnel 
here being flown to Hong Kong and Singapore as conditions 
permitted. No decision had yet been reached on the future of \ 

the programs. 

The article noted that BRONSON P. CLARK spent the 
Month of December 1967 in Vietnam revisiting many of the sights 
and peoples he had seen a year before. At that time he reported 
a widening of the war to include all Southeast Asia, a developing 
discrepancy between administration claims of progress in the war 
and reality, a growing anti-Americanism, and a new eagerness 
on the part of uncommitted South Vietnamese intellectuals "to 
negotiate with the National Liberation Front. 



V 







RATIO! *A L GUARDIAN 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications", revised and 
published as of December 1, 1961 by the Committee on Un-American Activities, U. S. 
House of Representatives, documents the publication "National Guardian" as follows 

"Established by the American Labor Party in 1947 as a 
»progressive T weekly * * *. Although it denies having any 
affiliation with the Communist Party, it » his manifested it- 
self from the beginning as a virtual official propaganda arm 
of Soviet Russia*" 

■ (Committee on Un-American Activities Report, 

Trial by Treason: The National Committee 

' ; to Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs and 
7* Morton Sobell, August 25, 1956, p* 12) 
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PHILADELPHIA B3AJICH 
- RfflTAT.TST WORKERS PAP.TT 


. A source advised on February 27, 1967 that the Philadelphia Branch 
of the Socialist Workers Party (PB5VJ?) is an affiliate of the National SLT, 
which Eaintain 3 headquarters at 116 University Place, New York, N, T . ., *nd as 
such, . Yollovrs the ains and purposes of the National SitfP. The source advised 
that the PB3V.T, which has been an active organisation in Philadelphia since 
1940, does not have a headquarters at the present tine, but utilises * T ?® id ™?4 
of various nenbers for neetings and functions. The source added that the PET T 
utilises the nan® "Militant Labor Forun" for public alTairs and "Workers party 
as a ballot nans when running candidates for public pfrice. 

The SWP has been designated by the Attorney General of the. United 

States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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T0UK3 SOCIALIST ALLIANCE 


The May, I960, issue of the "Toung Socialist 11 (IS), page 1, column 3# 
disclosed that during April 15-17* I960, a national organization entitled "Tne 
loung Socialist Alliance 11 (TSA) was established at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania* 

This issue stated that this organization was formed by the nationwide supporter 
elubs of the publication TS* 

The above issue, page 6, set forth the Founding Declaration of the ISA* 
This declaration stated that the ISA recognizes the Socialist Workers Party (SW?) 
as the only existing political leadership on class struggle principles, and that 
the supporters of the TS have come into basic political solidarity with the SWP 
on the principles of revolutionary socialism. 

On March 10, 1967, a source advised that the YSA was formed during 1957 
by youth of various left socialist tendencies, particularly members and followers 
of the SWP. The source further advised that the TSA has recently become more open 
about admitting that it is the youth group of the SWP and that an SWP representa- 
tive has publicly stated that the TSA is the SWP*s youth group. 

The headquarters of the TSA are located in Rooms 532-536, 41 Union 
Square West, New* Tork City. 

The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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UN* *ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Seattle, Washington 98104 
March 29. 1968 
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RE: AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 

UNITED NATIONS-WASHINGTON SEMINAR 
MARCH 30 THROUGH APRIL 6 f 1966 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


On March 29, 1968, a confidential source who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, reported only 
19 persons are believed to have registered for: the United 
Wations-Wasbington seminar thus far. Of tbesg, only the 
following person is known to be going from trbe state of 
Washington: 



The American Friends Service Committee 
is the Social outreach arm of the 
religious group known as the Society of 
Friends (Quakers) . 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, KOPTOUC 

ANTT- DRAFT COUNSELING OSSAhTSATIOK AJCD 
A- Pi.AR/uNCI BY DAVID KATNARD 

seettpt: 

AT THD COLLEGE 67 ft I L, LI AH AKD 
WLLIA3SEURS, TXRCZh'IA 
S/1S-20/4* 

SEDITION; SSA, 15* | 
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f>oir.t^r>- Enc }°** d for th * 1* odi copy each ©f the 

following: eix posters, one petition, two bitliocrranhiec 

a»£ one business reply ©are. All of these * 
itcas were distributed at tfce captioned activity? 

is in ,/ for the bureau since airtel 

11 “ UiK to be tubnittfid t/21/(|, 

. v * , 1/1S/68 the 1/lt/tt edition of *Cclleaeue * 

***? ^ 1 u! K *v Cf Villi an and Mary faculty newsletter was re- 
ceived by the Uo^olkCffice via wail 

±dmn +<+*~ but »° ^“i^he^ndicatS^o^he 
identity of the sender. On page three marked in heavy black 

Ton " announcement of a see t inn schedule© on The Draft 

*5** ** ver * 1 volunteers froa> fecultv and 

Hdt «Ie^ 7 «.?* d fore * d * Counseling Coanittee to pro- 

f°2 e * rninf alternatives to persons 

f araed forc * s * Th« iter also announce. 

« public meeting Tuesday evening, 1/19/65, at i:lt p.» j- 

A^ftr.f^ 1B ? U »s,? en J ar «> The ? tr *A wi T h Kr * BAVID KATKARD of the 
Aa rican friends Service Cocesittee present at the meeting 
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te discuss the topic and present a fils* depicting the oper- 
ation of the draft spates., All interested parti.ee were in- 
vited, end DAVID K. JONES (College Ext, 26C> wee identified 
as the person interested parties should contact. 


Cn J/19/6 fc 

Norfolk , Virrir.i^ _ 

advised she had 


present at the meeting 
n'd furnished conies of literature on display there. She 
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these, approximately ten left before the meel&ng was over. 


DAVID MAYNARD, the principal speaker, was intro- 
duced by DAVID H. JOKES, apparently a neither of the faculty. 

A film was shown depicting the operation of the Selective 
Service System, which was entitled, "Age Ter: to Adult." It 
contained excerpts frox remarks by Selective Service Director 
HERSHEY. 


advised that two sessions of planning 
and individual advice were scheduled for Wednesday, 3/20/EG, 
during which sore individual advice concerning, legal neans 
of evading the draft could be obtained cn an individual basis, 

A question and answer period presided over by MAYNARD 
lasted approximately fifteen minutes, end included discussion 
of Landed Immigrant Status in Canada, which was raised by a 
question from the audience. Literature available for which 
charge was made was substantially Identical to that on the 
enclosed literature list and abridged bibliography. 


: /"Students 

for Liberal Action," a campus organisation recognised by the 
college, which is the center of most controversial activities 
on the caapuc , and which enjoys a meabership of about twenty. 
The organization has, in the past, sponsored anti— Vietnam 
demonstrations and is generally act hi St . 
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Airim/.rr counseling organization and 
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J; NOTE: Norfolk Office reports that members of faculty and 


i. student body at William and Mary College have formed a Draft 

. j : c - - 


Counseling Committee. A public meeting was held on 3/19/68 
in the Campus Center Theatre, where literature was banded out 
concerning draft activities. There was a .question and answer 
Period in conn ection wit h this me eting. 
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this m eetin g and was very much iipset~by the proceedings. He 
said ishighly regarded at William and Mary and he suggested 

contact 'With«g53fc might be .quite 1 ? fruitful in that It would provid 
an eyewitness account from a discreet and reliable individual with 
better than average intelligence concerning the' activities' which 
transpire*’ * 
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UNITED STATES GC 1RNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


DIRECTOR, PBI 


date: 


3/12/66 


FROM 


ft’.' 


» 


u)Jsac, 

V ,4 


LOS ANGELES (100-71168 (RCJC ) 


/ i\ 


subject: ^AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 

UNITED NATIONS - WASHINGTON SEMINAR ,, 

MARCH 30 THROUGH APRIL 6, 1968 Xll * 

INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY) 1 

ReSeattle Airtel 2/15/68, captioned as above. 


—/l 

C7 






copy or the "AFSC REPORTER, "'monthly publication oi 
the American Friends Service Committee Pacific Southwest Regior 
980 North Fair Oaks, Pasadena, California, which Included an 

a nnl ^ a a t f aw af f avsa* ** 4- 4-in a a#, 4 M I. 

*WA QL v v^nucuiwc av VUC WA^V/lUUCU DriUHUU T | Ull ptL^C 14.1 

columns 4*S« This notes that It is merely for Information 011I3 
and not an official registration form. The inform tion in the 
notice indicates that the seminar is limited to*35 wen and worn* 
from the West,,, who can sfciare new-found insights when they re tv 
homo,* The application contains room for the applicant to ansi 
the following question, *1 can share this experience with otherc 
in my church and community in these ways:* (3/88 issue of publj 


An article on page 2, column 3, of this issue of the "AFS 
REPORTER,* captioned, "ED BORGERS to Talk with U,S. Congressmer 
states as follows: 


"To »talk things over* with members of Congress, 
the AFSC sends representatives from throughout the 
country to an annual Washington, D.C, Visitation, 
•ED^BORGERS, Long Beach Friend and chairman. 
Department, of Tele comm unic anons - atTJSC, “wlTl "be~this 
year* s -regional representative Trom the March 21-29 

wi.u ft r, t A • < . 

•Please write your emigre Sflftan about ED BORGER's 


visit. It helps to open doors to ask for an interview, 
to indicate who Dr, BORGERS is andite reflect your 
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concern about issues affecting peace. He will not 
be lobbying* of course; for any legislation but will 
visit bis congressman and yours as a citizen and an 
AFSC rep resentative. 

•ED BORGERS is well informed; an articulate 
speaker and devoted to the cause of peace. Upon bis 
return, be will be available to report on bis visit. 

•Send a copy of your letter to your congressman 
to ED BORGERS so that he will know who has been advised 
of bis visit. This will also enable bim to speak of 
any concern you express to your congressman* His ad- 
dress is 1980 Knoxville Ave., Long Beach 90815* 




both of whom are acquaint* 
with various peace-oriented^r^ps'HLn the Los Angeles metropolitan 
area, were contacted 48P5p3BHVi and were unaware of the identitiec 
of any persons from the Los Angeles area who might be going to 
participate in t he Wash ington^. C . seminar, from M arch 30. through 
April 6, 1968. 



t thev Long Beach Citizens for peace was a new organisation ( 
which bad originated in Long Beach during late 1966, for the pur- 
pose of sponsoring weekly silent vigils on each. Saturday starting 
in mid-November 1966. The vigils were to protes t t he natur e of th< 
war America is waging in Vietnam, according to< 


ED BORGERS has never been the subject of Investigation 
by the Los Angeles office;, however, the 1986 •Campus Directory,* 
for the University of Southern California (USC) lists on page 55# 
EDWARD V. BORGERS, Associate Professor of Telecommunications, 

Room 24 J 4 ., Alan Hancock Foundation Building, Childs Way and Universe 
Avenue (business telephone RI 6-2168), residence i 960 Knoxville, 
iXong Beach (home telephone 



information adds nothing new” to that already given in Seattle's 
letterhead memorandum of 2/15/68, it has not been repeated in an 
LHM here. Informants have been alerted to furnish any information 
coming to their attention which would lead to the identification 
of persons from Southern California who may participate in the 
Washington, D.C. seminar. Any such information received will be 
promptly furnished the Bureau and interested offices in a form* 
suitable for dissemination. This matter is considered RCIC. 


^ ]INAR FOR DRAFT COUNSELOR w j 

Three 'sessions : Febrr-ry 22, February 29, and Ka ' h 7 (Thursdays) 

Time: 7:30 F.K. to lv. JO P.M. 

Place : St. Augustine’s Church, 117 Liberty Street, Elizabeth, 

Cost: $ 3*00 Tor materials, plus a nominal amount to cover the trans- 

portation expenses of the leader. 

Leader : Mark D, Lyons, American Friends Service Committee 


It is assumed that all trainees are prepared to make themselves known a; 
counselors In their communities, that they are prepared to spend 2£ 
hours training during a three-week period (7i hours in training sessions 
the rest of the tine to be spent in preparation for the session) and a 
minimum of three to six hours per week counseling- once they have been 
trained. 


Registration is limited to nine persons per seminar. Send registrations 
to the Rev. Elmer L. Sullivan, 117 Liberty Street, Elizabeth, N.J. or 
call 2i4.1-3832. 

AGENDA ' 

ADVANCE MATERIAL: Background material on nonviolence and counseling 

conscientious objectors. _ w . 

FIRST SESSION: 2 hours - Group Counseling Session with trainees as 

counselees: Vjfay are you here? 

- — -- i hour - Introduction to UMTSA, "the law and SSS structure 

Distribution of advance material for 2nd session (6 hours 
of preparation will be essential) 

ADVANCE MATERIAL; Manual on draft law procedure and two procedural 

problems to be solved on the basis of the manual. 


SECOND SESSION: 2 hours — Selective Service procedure, taught principall 

through the use of hypothetical cases, beginning with 
the problems assigned at the first session, 
i hour - Brief introduction to the C. 0. provision of 
the draft law and SSS Form ISO 

Distribution of advance material for third session 

f f<% bout's nf nT»«nht»fl rvi ul 11 Kc iecsfif^ol 1 
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V5VANCE MATERIAL: Handbook and Form 150 to be completed by trainees. 


THIRD SESSION: 2 hours - Discussion of Form 150’s and Dractice 

counseling by trainees, . . 

£ hour - Beginning counseling: "What will the program 
in your community be. 








I 





The World Law Fund is a non-profit organization for 
the promotion of non-violence between nations. 

World Lav Fund Is a non-profit organization designed 
to educate and promote the elimination of warfare between 
nations. The World Lav Fund worlds with and through existing 
educational Institutions and organizations creating its own 
educational structure only where It Is absolutely necessary 
for apeclalized assignment. 

The World Law Fund has four vain directions: 

1* The publication of atudy material and audio 
visual aids. 

2. To promote instruction of teachers. 

3. The World Law Fund tries to convince the leaders 
of academic Institutions that the subject of world order Is a 
legitimate subject for inclusion In the cforrCbubum. 

4. The Fund vorVa to promote progress of study 

In other countries which is similar to the programs initiated 
In the United States. ' * 

r 

According to this source, the World Law Fund is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the Institute for International 
Order, Incorporated, The Institute for International Order, 
Incorporated, Is a non-profit organization designed to promote, 
through education, the support of the United Nations end hopes 
to strengthen it and enable it to maintain oe&ce. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Philadelphia , Pennsylvania 
February 16, 1968 


QUAKER ACTION GROUP 


Reference is made to Philadelphia communication of 
January 26, 1968. 


__ _ furnished the following 

items of literature received from a Quaker Action Group, (QAG) , 
20 South 12th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., which describe the 
activities of the QAG and the voyage of the ketch "Phoenix." 


1. QAG Newsletter #9, dated January 1968 ; 

2. Pamphlet captioned "Voyage of the Phoenix;" 

3. A petition captioned "Witness Against 
Conscription," issued by QAG; 

4. Pamphlet captioned "Human Rights Are for 
Everyone," issued by QAG. 


Copies of the above items are attached. 


ETCLOSUKS 
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Newsletter No, • 9 


A Quaker Action Grouv ) 

2i >uth 12th Street , Philadelphia, Pennsylvania *2107 
Telephone (215) LOcusl 3-7537 


January, 
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IVAN MAS5AR from Black Star 


PHOENIX TO TRY AGAIN 

We have hope that the Phoenix will be able to 
deliver surgical supplies to the Red Cross at Hai- 
phong during the last days of January. Lawrence 
Scott will fly to Hong Kong as project director and 
join the Phoenix crew for this second voyage to 
Haiphong. Even as we try to stop this cruel war 
we must keep trying to bridge the barriers of 
death and suffering. 


THE NECESSITY OF WORLD COMMUNITY 

Many have asked why we don’t put all our energy 
into stopping the war and forget about medical 
supplies for victims, challenge to travel restrict 


ti ons-an d-o th e r— suoh-ac ti vi tie s-s — Oii r-a n s w 
that the building of world community is an e: 
tial for stopping wkrs. 

As a new' year communication we give 
some of the principles of our program. 


—Our motivation is religious, but we believ 
ligion and life should be completely merg 
— Our method is nonviolent direct action cone 
in such a manner as to be cooperative 
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peace education, legislative action, and 
nomic and social change. 

—The primary cause of war today is arme 
tionalism; the primary requisite for pea 
world community. Therefore we oppose 
tary conscription and armament by nal 
states, even to the point of civil disobedi 
We affirm world community by the direct i 
of bridging the barriers of travel and hui 
tarian aid imposed by wars between a 
states. 

— Since we believe that just laws and governi 
are a condition for world community wi 
deavor to engage in nonviolent direct actio 
civil disobedience in such manner as to 
mote limited world government and heal 
unarmed national governments. This is r 
easy task in the midst of domestic and i 
revolution, yet we do not believe that s 
disruption and destruction by individual 
groups is any cure for the present worl 
■ archy of armed nationalism. Citizens 
force nations to disarm only when then 
sense of world community with its institi 
of justice and equity. 


In addition to projects against the war in £ 
cast Asia, In the coming year we shall affin 
fight to travel to Cuba, We are concerned to 
direct action for nonviolent change in South A 
ica. We are organizing projects against na; 
and hope to contribute to the resistance to 
ecription. We intend to support the comrr 
building efforts of Martin Luther King and 
nonviolent civil rights groups. We want t 
velop our affirmation of world community ; 
United Nations in December into an internal 
effort for world citizenship which transcend 
tional loyalties. 

In all these programs we need your parti 
tion and support. We are grateful for the pa 
pation and financial support you have air 
given. 


• . I ) 


SOUTH VIETNAM REBUFFS AID 
3 AiEHO^GJNXtlE^ I CIU BELAGAJN 


The second voyage of tne Phoenix storied well. The South 
Vietnamese government grcnlc-d visas to the crew ond no 
problems were expected. The Phoenix soiled for Da Nona. 

, South Vietnam on November 14 # 19u7, with $5, ODD in medi — 

* cal supplies for civilian victims of the war. At Da Nang the 
; Phoenix was met by a South Vietnamese government gun 
boat and held incommunicado* The crew was prevented from 
unloading the supplies or talking to reporters. After several 
doys in the Da Nang area the crew, in a desperate attempt 
to get the medicines to suffering civilians, soiled to the 
mouth of the Mekong river hoping to folk to South Vietno — 
mese government officials. Again they were rebuffed. The 
South Vietnamese government has given us no reason why 
they wiii not cilow the Phoenix to deliver medical supplies 
to the suffering victims of the war* George Lakey, Project 
‘ Director, wrote the following account: 


Twenty-one days had passed since we left Hong 
Kong and, as we vigil ed at the mouth of the Me- 
kong River off South Vietnam’s coastal limits on 


jjecemoer o 


we had to decide: should we sail for 


Cambodia? We were low on food and water. The 
Phoenix had twice been damaged by South Viet- 
namese Navy ships colliding with us, and maneu-, 
vers apparently designed to promote more colli- 
sions. The Mekong River route fco Cambodia was 
denied us by the S. Vietnamese government, but 
we could sail south to the Gulf of Siam and then 
north to the Cambodian port of Sihanoukville. If 
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bility of giving our cargo to the National Libera- 
tion Front, a project AQAG had planned earlier 
but not expected to accomplish until later. 


Wp nnr vea oVit tnufQ Trl PamMia tiftf ro- 
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alizing that while we were at sea news reporters 
alleged that an NLF camp was found in Cambodian 
territory and the U.S. was beginning to give way 
again to its temptation to widen the war. When 


AQAG Field Representative carl zietlow talked 
to us on our arrival December 11 near Sihanouk- 
ville, therefore, he had bad news. The Cambo- 
dian government had reversed its earlier welcome 
to us in the light of the battle for national survival 
it was facing, and regretfully was unable to give 
permission to the Phoenix to land. It did not want 
to offer the U.S. another pretext for charging that 
: Cambodia in general and Sihanoukville in partic- 
ular are supply routes for the NLF. 




The government was not hostile; it gave us 
plent y of t i mef or_r e pa i r s , r efeuling , and j>ro- 
vi sioning- _lt all owed .Miss Kyoko Koda, t he r ep- 
resentative on tiie team from the Japan Peace in 
Vietnam Committee, and George Lakey, Project 
Director, to help Carl with provisioning and then 
to fly out {Kyoko for medical reasons and George 
for intemretation work in the U. S. 1 

A r 


WHITHER PHOENIX? 


When Hanoi told AQAG last fall that U. S. bomb- 
ing was too great to risk another Phoenix voyage 
to Haiphong, it suggested Cambodia as an alter- 
native route. Now that Cambodia is in a delicate 


situation Hanoi has agreed that the Phoenix might 
come to Haiphong during a bombing pause. (No 
press on this, please). While uncertainties re- 
main, the Phoenix has set its sights for the bomb- 
ing pause at Tet, the Buddhist New Year, which 
comes at the end of January. It will carry medi- 
cal cargo for the Red Cross Societies of NLF anc 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, some of whicl 
has been contributed by the Friends Service Coun- 
cil (Britain) and the Oxford Committee for Chil- 
dren of Vietnam (Britain). 

On Christmas day Skipper Bob Eaton ordered 
the anchor up and the Phoenix with crew Beryl 
Nelson, John Braxton, Chris Cowley and Mary- 
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Hong Kong. 
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ArrKADAL ur uuk TcniuKc 


On December 22 I visited with the leader of the 
pacifist Buddhists, Thich Tri Quang, in the Ar 
Quang Pagoda in Saigon. Why, I asked, did the 
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visas in Hong Kong, reverse itself and deny us 
entry ? 

-American pressure caused the reversal, anc 
you can quote me on that, he replied. 

Were you discouraged, he inquired gently. 

-I admitted it. 

-Don't be, he urged, going on to describe anothei 
way for us to send the medicines intended foi 

thp RnHrlKiefc PpmomVifit* K P IliQt vrtt 
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have done something which badly needs doing 
the Phoenix has dramatized the wickedness oi 
this war. We are grateful for that and for the 
friendship of American Quakers who stryggle 
as we do, for peace. 


* 
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The U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in TYashingtcn, D.C* recently ruled in the 
St an gh ten Lynd passport case that the State Department cannot refuse to issue 

his passport to a U.S. citizen r.iio refuses to promise to abide by travel re- 
strictions* The Court said the State Department dees not have authority to 
restrict the travel of Americans under existing la:". The Department of Justice 
has announced that It rill take an appeal to the Supreme Court; so, until that 
court acts the passports of the crev; of the Phoenix vrho uent to Ksrth Vietnam 
remain revoked. And just recently the Adrlnistraticn has had Introduced into 
Congress a bill making it a crime for b.S. citizens to travel to countries or 
regions ruled off -limits by the Secretary of State; the legislation rould im- 
pose criminal penalties* Congressman 7f*J.’3* Dorn of South Carolina has intro- 
duced in Congress a bill providing for one year in prison and a maximum fine 
of 1000 dollars as punishment for violating federal travel restrictions. Yfe 
urge each of you to ivrite your congressmen and urge him to vote and speak, 
against * infringement on the basic right to travel* In your letters you may 

*1 c Vi t. a a n T 1 5 4“ 4 1 a v~\ 4* ^ ^ w ■f 1 a A ^ ^ T *1 « -T* 4- 1* v-v IT « -* » a vi « ^ a ^ ^ ■f* ■» i— i ^ ^ 
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Rights, signed by the United States: • 

Article 13* (1) Everyone has the right to freedom 

of movement and residence within 
the borders of each state 

(2) Everyone has the right to leave any 
.-v country, including his own, and to 

* • * • ' - ~ ro+.ivrn + n Vii e pnnnfTTf 
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Early in December AQAG made application to tine Treasury .Department for release 
of funds totaling 1$00 dollars frozen in two Philadelphia banks by order. of the 
Treasury. Fe are asking release of the funds to meet present obligations of 
the committee. If the. funds are not released to AQAG we will initiate a civil 
action in the U.S. District Court to comoel their release. 


We get information that the Treasury Department continues to assemble infor- 
. mat ion in its effort to build a legal case against the crew of Phoenix that 
went to North Vietnam and possibly AOAG committee members on the grounds of . 
trading and conspiring to trade with the enemy. We understand that Treasury 
representatives have approached some of those vmo were on the' .voyage to 
North Vietnam to testify for the government. Of course, the government - 
already knows about AQAO's efforts to provide a token of medical supplies to 
the people’ of North Vietnam since it,- is the policy of AQAG to. inform the 
government of its actions before undertaking them.' ¥e have, always recognized 
the possibility of the .government seeking indictments against the crew and 
members of the committee. In the meantime, we continue with our efforts to 
build a world .without war. — — 


George Wi lloughby- 
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. iuch cf cur tins is spent v- or Icing &.g=inst those institutions and practices which de; 
militzrisr., conscription, denial of human rights, government, barriers between ten, • 
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Nations to demonstrate v.'hat re are for . It was a 56 hour continuous viril affirmin 
concepts cf '.Torld Coiurcrdty and Universal Human Rights. 


T/*e vigil was held in the Isaiah hall Park directly across the street from the U.N. 
uariat building. Luring the weekend over 150 people of all ages participated. Eig: 
people fasted over the weekend tc identify v:ith the suffering people ih the world. 
Saturday afternoon there ras a public witness and affirmation of Freedom. Betty Bo. 
and Horace Champney, 'crev: members of the Phoenix voyage to Haiphong, spoke. Later, 
participants made their witness for world community bv oubiicly staling their ref us 
pay war taxes and refusal to be conscripted. The vigil ended Sunday afternoon v:ith 
be or meeting at our vigil headquarters. Participants heard Laurence Scott, AQAG £>: 
Secretary, and Scott Herrick, organizer of the San Francisco to Moscow Peace ’Talk, 
on the need for vt or Id community. 


During the 56 hoars we distributed about ?000 copies of the enclosed leaflet "Hunan 
Are For Everyone" . We have had many requests for extra copies so there has been an 
printing. The leaflets are available from the AQAG office at cost: 1 dollar for 5 
a ten percent discount for orders over 200; 


AQAG STATEMENT ON CONSCRIPTION 


A Quaker Action Group is opposed to military conscription as a denial of man's inal 
right of freedom, violation of human brotherhood, and "because it undergirds the who 
tern of armed nationalism and war which threatens to destroy mankind. We urge resi 
to -military conscription by non-cooperation with the draft through non-violent mear 
support the conscription resistance activities of Dr. Benjamin Spock, Rev. William 
Coffin Jr., Michael Berber, Mitchell Goodman and Marcus Raskin , who have recently 
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Enclosed is a statement which individuals are encouraged to sign as a public witn.es 
their non-cooperation with the draft system. 

While AQAG counsels non-cooperation with conscription vie recognize that many sincer 
men in total opposition to all war are led by conscience to register as ccnscientic 
jfcctcrs arid accept alternative service. Those who can't sign this statement are ur 
write their own letters of support and mail them to the AQAG office. 



WILL YOv KELP? 


* - A , * * 

A Qu^Ocer Action Group is in the process of developing a long range program aimed at 
production- The sub-committee developing this project has settled on Dow Chemical 
focus* ■ He are no>7 involved in researching the boa Chemical Company *vith the idea c 
the rreak links in their corporate structure .and a consumer product which rcould be a 
fective boycott item, He also are probing napalm production: inhere it is made, hovi 
shipped, etc* If you have access to a college or a large city library and can devc 
fev; hours to a specific research -assignment, please *?rite to-^erry Coffin, at the A 
_ office - , 1 tl4ne--ymt r area o f •--■ intere s t _ : Even-iX--you— c annot--Ue 

rp sear oh jpi e a se_s entL any_ nem s paper-~oiL-gg^ n ap al m e r - atiy 

cation dealing with Dow? to our office* The next newsletter’ will begin a series on n 
a!id our project against its production and use# <» 


* 
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| Produced by 

CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORP, 

i 

i 

! \ -AVAILABLE THROUGH- 

i 

A Quaker Action Group 

ft 

20 South 12th Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 
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On March 30, 1967, despite warnings by 
the U. S.^ Government, the fifty foot ketch 
Phoenix sailed into the war ravaged port 
of Haiphong, Democratic Republic of Viet- 
Nam. She carried ten thousand dollars worth 
of medical supplies consigned to the Red 
Cross Society to be used for relief of civil- 
ian casualties resulting from the United 
States bombing. This act of mercy, spon- 
sored by A Quaker Action Group of Phila- 
delphia, caught the world's imagination. 




\ 

IVAN MASSAR. 9Uck Star 


The Phoenix was accompanied on her voy- 
age by writer-director Dick f]aun and vet- 
eran cameraman William H^ick. These men 

nrecervprJ nn film and tone the record of this 

r -- r - f — i ■ — ■ — 

Incredible Voyage’. Based] on this film 
record the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion produced a documentary! that captures 
all the excitement, danger, and concern ex- 
perienced by the crew of the Phoenix on 
her mission of mercy. 
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minute, color, 
"Voyage of the Phoenix " 
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aocumemary 
is how available 


In 16mm. A Quaker Action Group, through 
special arrangement with |tl]e CBC, can 
supply "Voyage of the Phoenix " to your 
group or organization, 

Mrfke plans now to se$ 

Phoenix", ! 
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TELEVISION REVIEW 
June 14, 1967 

“Voyage of the Phoenix' 1 was one of the 
few world journalistic coups that con be 
claimed by the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 

It was a gripping hour that traveled along 
with U. S. Quakers who sailed their 50- 
foot ketch loaded with $10,000 worth of 
medical supplies for the Red Cross into 
North Vietnam, 

“Voyage of the Phoenix " had all the sus- 
pense of a film chiller. Showing events of 
the trip in chronological order, viewers at 
various stages were led through a series of 
unplanned, unrehearsed high points: Namely, 
the Quakers' attempts to get passport val- 
idation in Hong Kong, their own fears that 
they would be stopped by the U. S. Seventh 
Fleet in the Tonkin Gulf ond whot events 
would occur as they neared the North Viet- 
namese shore. 

Most of the Quakers aboard, from the cap- 
tain Earle Reynolds whom Faun contacted 
before any of the other media representa- 
tives, to the sole womon, Betty Boardman, , 
were interviewed at various stages of the 
trip and fleshed out Foun’s narration viv- 
idly. Without camera tricks or glib narra- 
tion or even over— slick editing. ' Voyage of 
the Phoenix " wos a documentary devoted to 
a matter "of" principle that any network could 
show to strong effect. 

It took no stance on the war, and in his 
narration Faun admitted that he wasn’t a 
Quaker and felt no religious kinship with 
•hem. "Voyage of the Phoenix" was on 
experience, event TV at its best, 

Heprlnled by permission 
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A Quaker Action Group was jfoVmed in July.j 
1966 by individual members of th'e Society' 
of Friends from many areas tjf the United; 
States. It is an informal [association of: 
Friends dedicated to confronting the im- 
moral and destructive policjes of war and; 
violence while affirming constructive alter-j 
natives for the establishment of peace and! 
human brotherhood. We se>ek| to act in a; 
spirit of nonviolence and [love, which we 
believe is an active force foir the resolution 
of conflict and the relief of suffering. 


COMMERCIAL RIGHTS 


"Voyage of the Phoenix" was 
the Canadian Broadcasting 


produced by 
Corporation 


which retains exclusive world rights. It may 
not be televised nor mayj; admission be 
charged for viewing the film [without prior 
permission from the CBC. Television sta- 
tions interested in .screening "Voyage of 
the Phoenix " moy secure | pr nts from A 
Quaker Action Group; however, 


ments for televising must be 
CBC, 135 Maitland St., Tqror 
Canada. 


all arrange- 
made with 
to, Ontario,' 


vefJ in distri— 


ORDER NOW 

I 

Because of expenses invo 
buting the film, A Quaker Action Group re- 
quests a ten dollar film fee forj each show- 
ing. To reserve "Voyage of t|ie Phoenix" 
fill out the attached form aqd mail it along 
with a $15 dollar check ta Vjljlrper J. Young 
to: 

Eh oenix Film 
A Quaker Action Group 
20 South 12th Street 
Philadelphia, Paj 1,91 07 


C r-J O ) ' 

«Ht-.V.Tn$SS AGAINST CONSCRIPTION'-*** . 

#■ 

-To-Whcm-Kr-Hav- G oDegrn-i -- — — 

lie the undersigned will not cooperate in any way with military conscription. 

If of draft age vie have either refused to register or have disaffiliated after 

registering. If beyond draft age we will urge those of draft age not to coope- 

♦ 

rate with the military selective service act of 1967# if that is the leading 

■* 

of their conscience. 

tie are aware that refusing to cooperate with the U.S. conscription system is 
& violation of law and subject to penalty. >. T e authorize A Quaker Action Group 
to publish our names as signers of the above statement, as an act of public 
witness against the evil of military conscription. 

NAHE ADDRESS 






^Please return to ; A Quaker Action Group 

20 South 12th Street 

P hil aQelnhifl._-Pp.nna 07- 


wni trii; riiuiiniA 


A Quaker Action Croup affirmed human rights and brotherhood by 
sailing the Phoenix with medical supplies to lluipliong in March 1967. 
The United States government tried to restrict travel between members 
of the human family. It tried to prohibit medical aid to those who suf* 
fer the ravuges of bombing. 


A Quaker Action Group ami the crew of the Phoenix defied those 
infringements on our humun rights. We will not ucccpt the enslavement 
daily imposed by the armed national state. There will be no freedom 
and security for mankind until we affirm our right to live as brothers in 
4 disarmed world community* 



ii /€ m Altfsser, block Star 


The power of conscience against destroyers 


P 

A Quaker Action Group 

20 South 12th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 
Telephone (215) LOcust 3-7537 
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 


r 10, 1948 tlic United Nations General Assembly voted 
ic principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of 
Unman Rights' >iuine of those principles arc: 


On Decern bn 
agreement with j 

J .< 


ARTICLE 

."AM 

and rights, 
^ add should 


A ICLfc 

r i 

person* 

ARTICLE 4: 

« i 

and the 


ARTICLE 1: : 


I « 


fc.idcn 


1) 

te 

2) 

liia own, l> 
ARTICLE 28 ; 

■»i 

able rci tun 

i 

worthy of 1 
means of s 

ARTICLE 2fc 

"tvti 
lit which tl 
can be 


iV< 


'Jo 

si 


nnc shall be held In slavery or servitude; slavery 
ve trade shall be prohibited in ail their forms.* 1 


I) ururni beings arc born free and equal in dignity 
They are endowed with reason and conscience 
aepowurds one another in a spirit of brotherhood.** 

a - 

ryonc tius the right to life, liberty and security of 


Uveryonc has the right to freedom of movement and 
yithin the borders of each state. 

Everyone has the right to leave any country, including 
nd to return to his country.** 


hvtryonc who works has the right to just and favor- 
/raiion insuring for himself and bis family an existence 
umun dignity, and supplemcnted | if necessary, by other 
jciul protection/* 


ryonc is entitled to a social and international order 
c rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration 


ally realized/* 


WE AFFIRM 


W< affirm these Universal Human Rights and will 
cunsiJcr it our duty to join with other men in their 
establishment. 

1 i 


h 


UNIVERSAL DENIAL OF HUMAN RIGHTS 


• i 


Armed national states infringe upon the human rights of every perso 
in the world by the anarchy of the arms race and the threat of global war. 
By its arrogance of military power the United States government is one of 
the worst culprits. As citizens of the United States we have a special j 
obligation to protest. 1 

i 

t 

\ 

I 

fij Our government prevents its citizens from acting in a spirit 
of brotherhood toward the citizens of some countries . 

-t 1 

(3) The life. liberty and security of every person in the world 
is threatened by the Cold War power struggle. In Vietnam 
denial of life , liberty and security is an accomplished crime . 


(4) 


Conscription is a form of enforced servitude* The military 
state conscripts men into a dictatorial system which denies 
all civil liberties and forces men into the choice of killing \ 
or being killed . j 

The United States government denied freedom of travel to j 
members of the Phoenix crew and revoked their passports . | 

when the crew asserted this human right and traveled to 
North Vietnam, Then they threaten criminal prosecution ! 

against those who travel without passports . j 


(2H In the United States enforced withholding by employers 
confiscates part of the wages of those receiving less than 
a living wage « This forced income tax withholding confis * 
cates the fruits of labor to pay for armament which daily 
threaten the life and liberty of the robbed worker. 


(28) By its unilateral military aciion t its blockage of universal 
membership, its refusal to recognize the jurisdiction of the 
international Court of Justice » and by numerous acts of Cold 
War waging, the United States has denied to all men the right • 
to a social and international order . 

: WE DECLARE 

We declare that our higher loyalty is to the human family. 

We shall oppose, those laws and practices of the armed 
national state which infringes upon human rights and 
inhihirs world community. — — — - ■■ ■ , t , , 


QUAKER ACTION GROUP 



The following newspaper iter.s , 
also report additional information regsr 
QAG and the voyage of the ketch "Phoenix 


which are attached hereto 
dir.r the activities cf the 

. w “ 


1. An article captioned "PHOENIX DOCKS IN HAIPHONG 
WITH $7,000 IN MEDICINE," from the "Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin," Philadelphia, Pa., February 1, 
1968; 


2. An article captioned "PHILADELPHIA NEGRO LEADER IN 
N. VIETNAM WITH MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR WOUNDED," 
from the "Philadelphia Tribune," Philadelphia, Pa., 
February 6, 1968; 

3. An article captioned "PHOENIX CREW REPORTS DELIVERY 
TO N. VIETNAM," from "The Daily News," Philadelphia, 
Pa., February 14, 1968; 


4 . 


An article captioned "PHOENIX SAILOR DOUBTS U. S. 

CAN WIN IN VIETNAM," from "The Philadelphia Inquirer 
Philadelphia, Pa., February 15, 1968. 
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Phoenix Docks in Haiphong 
1 With % 7.00Q in Medicine 


The yacht phoenix arrived' 
, safely Monday in the North 
'Vietnamese port of Haiphong 
with $7,000 worth of medical { 
supplies, George Lakey, co- 
chairman of the Quaker Action 
Group, announced yesterday, 
Lakey said the seven-man 
crew was scheduled to unload 
the carga and leave the port 
on Tuesday, but no further ’ 
word has been received, Th^ 

: Quakers brought $5,000 worth 
■ of surgical instruments for thi: 
jRed Cross in North Vietnan^ 


Association; Maryann Me* 
Naughton, 23, formerly execu- 
tive secretary of the 'Philadel- 


phia Committee for Nonviolent 


Action, and John Braxton, a stu- 
dent on leave from Sw^rthmore 
College. $ 


{Inaicat* page, coot of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


and $2,000 worth of medicine 
for the National Liberation 
Front, the political arm of the 
^tViet Cong, 

i The supplies are intended for 
civilian victims of the war, 
Lakey said, , 

The Phoenix has visited Hai- 
phong twice in its three trips to 


Vietnam, The first voyage ii| 


Marcb t 1957, was followed b;J 
an unsuccessful attempt to de- ; 
Eiver sunnlies to Da Nang in 
South Vietnam last November.* 
*TbU third voyage completes 
•our efforts personally to deliv-, 
er medical aid to the suffering! 
Vietnamese, no matter what 
the politics of the government 
tinder which they live," Lakey 
said. 

/ The voyage and the supplies 
were financed .by contributions 
from this country' and Greal 
fBritain. The Philadelphia aref 
jerew members included Williara 
jMimms, ,37, executive directcr 
lot the National Fair Housing 


p.6-"The Evening 
Bulletin" 

Philadelphia ,Pa. 


Oat.: 2/1/68 

Editioa: 2 St r ’ 

A.thor: 

editor: VJm. B. Dickinson 

TiU.: 


i 


Charoctir: 

or 

ClaaalftcaUon: 
Submitting OHlc#i, v 


tv - 




l 


FD-3S0 (H*v. 7-18-83) 


o 


i 


(Mount Clipping In Spoct Btlow) 


blrllo M 


B IbEE&i 




mQffm 

If 


»• 


I 


« 


. AorrnM 

LUC; it 5 1 


■ n 

III 


M 

u *. 


lllAftlf' 


4 r* “ 


|j »{■'-« * ‘ J >■' 4 r* H 


r( Or r ;^O r 
lilUUtioUki 


! 


Supplies for 
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North 


A leader in the Negroes’ itrug-jwar In Vietnam." [plies were delivered to 

pt for better bousing coitditions* He said, “As I im using every Vietnam in May 1957. 
in Philadelphia, William Mimms.i resource and exerting every ef-| — Attempts to deliver suppliei 
arrived in North Vietnam Mon-jfort lo make life more tolcrablc'lo the South Vietnamese Bed 
day With a croup of Quaker, to for the poor in our own country. 


deliver medical supplies to civil- 
ian casualties there. 

Minims, J7, executive director 
of the National Fair Housing As- 
sociation, joined 5 other crew 
members - In Hong Kong two 
weeks ago, and the ship left for 
He war-tom country January 23, 
sponsored by a Quaker Action 
Group. 

iThe cargo valued at $3000 was 
delivered to the Red Cross So 

mK| ftf tVlA Eft D ftm iUTi^ 

wiwi; vi yjt i/^iuvuauw atvpauuL 

of North Vietnam. Also oo board 
he ship, Phoenix, were 


so do I feel the need to do the 
same for others ” 

The youthful housing leader 
who gained several victories for 
tenant dwellers — in getting land- 


Cross and the United Buddhist 
Church were rebuffed by tho 
South Vietnamese Government 
last December. 

A Quaker Action Group wafl 
formed in the latter part of 1968 


(Indicate pag*, cam* of 
newspaper, city and state*) 


lords to make repairs — also satdiby a group of Quakers who felt 
it is his hope that “by giving aid an urge to do more to show their 


to those cruelly affected by the 
holocaust in Vietnam, we cot 
only show compassion to the vic- 
tims. but also plant that shee of 
saneness in other men so that they 


A (Vm 
»IC UIC 


fivlililti 

bUQj »LX UIC 111 LLLH V 

so counsel others to do the 
S2000 same.” - 

Minims resides at 8401 Cather- 
ine st. with his wife, Joyce, and 
their three children. 

George Willoughby, co - chair- 
man Of the Quaker group, which 
has its headquarters at 20 5. 12lh 
sL, said “the latest trip to North 
Vietnam is a further attempt by 
our group to respond to human 
need. 

“The U.S. bombuig continues. 


A f 

ML WAl «1IU 


worth of antibiotics and general 
medicines destined for the Red 
Zross Society of the National Lib- 
eration Front in South Vietnam. 
The supplies were paid for by 
contributions* from persons in this 
country and Great Britain. 

Attempts made to deliver the 
supplies last October were pre- 
vented because of the intensifica- 
tion of tbe bombing of North 
Vietnam by the United States. 

Mimms, whose National Fair 
Housing Association led hundreds 
of tenants in rent strikes against 


concern for their fellowman thail 
was being done by the official 
Quaker Church, ^ 

Tbe Action Group raises its own 
funds and is administratively! 

fVialfAV 

a^ia is ti \ti u miv vutviwi 

body, although Quaker officials 
and church members have shown 
sympathy and extended coopera- 
tion to their militant brothers. 

Lawrence Scott, director ol 
race relations for the American 
Friends Service Committee (tha 
official Quaker organization), il 
executive director of A Quaker 
Action Group.- 

The other crew members, all 
Veterans of the voyage to South 
Vietnam, are: ‘Robert Eaton, 23* 


continue to be killed and 
maimed.** 

1 PREVIOUS VOYAGES 
landlords in the city, said he felt | The Quaker group organized 
there was a connection between two previous voyages of the ship 
the poor and oppressed in thlsjphoenix 

Country and those victims of the ! — S10.0Q0 worth of medical vup- 


\ 


he added, '‘and innocent civilians] the ship’s captain from Annapo- 
lis, Md-; Beryl Nelson, 22, from 
Kokomo, Ind.; John Braxton, 19, of 
North Wales, Pa.; Maryann Me* 
Naughton, 23, of Philadelphia^ 
Committee for Non Violent Acf 
tion, and Christopher Cowley, 


from London, England, 
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Rftosmx Crew Reports . 
delivery to N. Vietnam ' 

BONG KONG (UPI). — An 
American Quaker pacifist ship 
has delivered $6000 worth of 
medical supplies to the North 
Vietnamese Red Cross and the 
Vietcong Red Cross at Hai- 
phong, crew members said upon 
return to Hong Kong yesterday. 

The six Americans and one 
Briton who made the yourney in 
the Phoenix in defiance of U. S. 
Itate Department regulations 
said they were greeted by “doif 
Ans of beautiful girls carrying 
Bowers” and taken on a tour 
iy Red Cross representative'. 

I The skipper, Robert Eaton; 

24 1 of Philadelphia, whose ‘pass- 
port was lifted as a result of the 
trip, said small boats take 
cargoes from ships in Haiphong 
because the port had been heavi- 
ly bombed. He said he saw Chi- 
nese, Soviet and British mer- 
chant ships in the port. 

John Braxton, 19, of North 
■Wales, Pa., said a young North 
Vietnamese naval officer told 
him be had faith 44 in Ho Cbi 
Minh’s declaration that they 
would fight -five, 10 or even 15 j 
pears to defeat the U. £. mg-] 
j cfssors.’L "7 j . 
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Doubts U.S. Can 
V/in in Vietnam 


A member of the crew of the 
Phoenix, which recently sailed 
to North Vietnam carry in 2 med* 

leal supplies, said Wednesday t TX55F0RTS REVOKED 
night he doesn't believe the U. S, Because of State Department 
can win in Vietnam. I restrictions, two members -of 

William IJimms, executive^ have had their pass- 
, ports revoked and the others, 

director of the Philadelphia* including Mimms, could face 
based National Fair Housing the $jm e action. 

Association, told newsmen at ^sked about this, the Negro 
international Airport, leader stated, # ‘To take it away 

can't beat a man who is fight* iS Uk e as king me to get 

mg for his freedom/’ ^ the hack of the bus/’ • 

The 3T-year-old civil rights jji mrns claimed that tb« 
leader explained that the North bonding of North Vietnam haij 
Vietnamese view South Vietnam |S€rvc d only to unify the people, 
as a captive part of their own[£ Veri ^e nightly cleanup opera* 
nation. tions following a bombing raid 

TALK OF ONENESS ' don't dampen their belief the two 

*They don't mention South Vietnams will be reunited. ^ 
tVietnara/* he stated. 'They only j -At right they move 
talk of the oneness'* of the .like crazy. Its like New York, 
countries ibe said. -Where we have bomb- 

Mimms arrived at 6:30 P. M.ed one bridge, they h ave bu ilt 
after a flight from Hong Kong/H/ 1 *"• . ^ 

where the Phoenix returned fol*j 
lowing delivery of $7000 ini 
medical supplies to the North 
Vietnamese Red Cross at Hai* 

I phong, where the crew spent 
’two days. 

The trip, which violated State 
Department prohibitions, was 
sponsored by A Quaker Action 
Group — * peace group com- 
prised mainly of Quakers but 
having no official link with the 
iStRlsry Trf Friends. - — r— * 





William Mimm$,.37, meets f 
reporters it International 
Alport on return from 
Ifletnam - " — j 
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February 1, 196S, your reference 


Reference is 
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A brochure published by the American Friends 


Service Committee (AT SC) c escribes this organization 
as follovs: 


"THE AMERICA!? FRIEFTBS SERVICE COMMITTEE is a 
Quaker international voluntary service 
organisation with programs in some 20 countries. 
It operates in the belief that there Is love 
of God in every man end that love, expressed 

tuTOUgu CTcitivc •€tiOii| Ciu vvgFCCuv luitr p 

prejudice, end fear. The Committee Is staffed 
and supported by people of many faiths and 


"Summer Institutes on vorld affairs are 
mponsored annually by most of its 11 regional 
offices in the United States. Other programs 
include refugee rehabilitation, social and 

eml iggj gn niM rr §nd VAAf«round 

Voluntary service projects for young people, 
work vith the problems of minorities, and 
international conferences and seminars. The 
vork is carried on entirely through voluntary 
contributions •" 
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t«: American Friends Service Coni t tee 


In I960, the AFSC entered into an agree c ent 
with the Cosnittef of Youth Organizations of the US SC 
for reciprocal international een.ina.rs, the first of 
Which we held in the USSE. in August, I960. 

Inf ores tion which has come to oar attention 
Indicates that the contacts between the members of the 
AFSC anc Soviet— bloc officials have been, restricted to 
cultural and student exchange natters. 

Vo information has cone to our attention which 
would indicate that the AFSC is significantly Infiltrated 
dominated or controlled by the Communist Party or any 
ether subversive group. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BDBEAV OF INVESTIGATION 

Seattle, Washington 
February 15, 1968 

1 


RE: \AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
/^UNITED NATIONS -WASHINGTON SEMINAR 
*J^RCH_30 THROUGH APRIL. 6, 1-1968 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


On February 14, 1968, a confidential source 
who has furnished reliable information in the past reported 
the American Friends Service Committee’s (AFSC) offices 
at Seattle, Washington; Portland, Oregon; San Francisco 
and Pasadena, California, are sponsoring a seminar at the 
United Nations in New York City and at Washington, D.C., 
March 30 through April 6, 1968. The delegates will be 
limited in number to 35 persons. 


The purpose of the seminar will be to "discuss 
current world issues with diplomats, international authorities, 
international and national civil servants and legislators, 
and one's own Congressmen and Senators." 

. * 

The source made available a leaflet setting out 
additional details on the conference. A reproduction of It 
is attached. 

The AFSC is the social outreach arm 
of the religious group known as the 
Society of Friends (Quakers) . 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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ivCilSDr-w i.y the America:* FrJeads Service Coazlttee 1 s 
Seattle, Portia:.!, Sav. Fraaciecc.- aal Fata! ana O.'fices, 
the United Nations Assoc* aticr Chapters cf San 
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Southern California State Ccvr.cll of UFA- US A. 
Furp^53 Buildlr.s the institutions of peace 
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HiSn v'cic^ vho are i^fomed ^ 
concerned end who are activists. The purpose 


of tills senirar is to discuss current world 


the West.Ccast. 
arrive in Kev: T:r." 
for Tree time Ini- 
urdsv p.c. and Surer; 
a.n. Tour U.1T. Duiliir/: 
or Sur.r.cy afterr:o;;. 


Issues with diplomats , international au- 
thorities, international end national 
civil servants and legislators, and 
one f s own Congressmen and Senators, 




nomine senlnnr 


in Sew York, afternoon bus 
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For V/ f n:m Designed for Friends, 
members cf United Nations Associ- 
ations, and others who will be 
able to use the experience 
gained in, this week's inten- 
sive study to share with 
others through writing and 
speaking. The number is 


discussions with ] eglslators <1 
poll cy-rnkers , j_r _ri 1 5 : sight- 
seeing in the capital; return 
flight. (Participants have opticr 
to extend visit up to 33> days at 
no extra travel cost.; 


Cost 




+ ar +n provide nsix i — 


mum participation; open 

to adults, including 
college students and 
mature high school 


/ $290 - Includes transportation, hotel 

and tax. Cost to those _arran£lng their v-'t. 
> transportation is $77 fo* hotel and t;-&v = l 
-/ from Kew York tc Washington D.C. $50^depD3i- 
should 
for &] 


juniors and 
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hould accompany each application. Deadline 
.pplications and full fees is Karch 11, '6c. 


seniors. 
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UitlTSD K A TI ON 3 - K A S HI N 0 TON SZI-2 XA3 
c/o American Friends Service Committee. 
2160 Lake St*, Sax Francisco. CA 9^121' 
(Telephone; Alp ~ SK 2-7766) 


Hace 


Phone. 


Address 
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U1WED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^^TICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 
Seattle, Washington 
February 13, 1968 


1 



RE; DEMONSTRATIONS PROTESTING UNITED 
STATES INTERVENTION IN VIETNAM 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


A summary concerning weekly vigils protesting Uni- 
ted States intervention in Vietnam, which were held in the 
State o-f Washington during the past week, is set out herein- 
after: 



1. SILENT VIGIL AT MAIN PUBLIC LIBRARY, SEATTLE, W ASHINGTON , 
FEBRUARY 7, l^bS. ‘ 


On February 7, 1968, a confidential source reported 
tepjp&r&ons participated in this demonstration spons ored _by 
the American Friends Service. Pnmmi ttee ' ' 



The AFSC is the social outreach arm of the 
religious group known as the Society of 
Friends (Quakers) . 


2. WEEKLY SILENT VIGIL BEGINNING MARCH 1, 1967, UNIVERSITY 

tt wASHiN5T6r,~5EATf le , Washington, fe^uarv r; lass : 

On February 7, 1968, a second source reported about 
16 persons took part in this vigil. None were recognized. 

No sponsor was announced. 


3. SILENT VIGILS EACH WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, FEDERAL OFFICE 
BUTll) INC rEvT'Rm-rSASHl n'GT 6M~, FEBRUARY '7',~~196 r 8 : 


On February 7, 1968, a Special Agent of the FBI 
observed approximately nine persons taking part i n a silent 
vigil a t the .JEefle ral Office Building, Everett. 

No sponsor was announce 




This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and Its contents are 
not to be distributed outside 
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RE: DEMONSTRATION'S PROTESTING UNITED 

STATES INTERVENTION IN VIETNAM 



4. SILENT VIGILS EACH FRIDAY AFTERNOON BEGINNING JANUARY 6, 

15d * . F gDEhAL ~5 mT E "buiLl)TNC>; TsELCTySHAM, VASHIK'GT6 n~ 


On February 9, 1968, a Special Agent of the FBI 
observed approximately 19 participants in this vigil. The 
name of the sponsoring group was not announced. No members 
of any basic revolutionary organizations were recognized in 
attendance . 



5. SILENT VIGIL EACH FRIDAY, UNITED STATES ARMY RECRUITING 

off ice i re “ 


On February 9, 1968, 

Bremerton, reported a weekly vigil 
protesting United States intervention in Vietnam had ten par- 
ticipants on February 9, 1968, but no sponsoring organization 
announced. 



' ' 1 . JFl I Uf F 



Representatives of various law-enforcement agencies 
in the communities in which the vigils were held advised no 
violence and no arrests occurred. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL RVllEAU OT INVESTIGATION 

» * ' 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
January 31, 19 6 6 ? 


YOUNG FRIENDS CF NORTH AMERICA 


"The Friends Journal,” Philadelphia, Pa., dated 
November 15, 1967, page 604, contained the following 
item: 

"Young Friends of North America, meeting at 
Wilmington College in Ohio late in October, ^ 
heard reports on how representatives of their 
organization, acting on a decision reached ; 

by the YTNA summer conference at Oakwood ^ 

School, had gone to Canada to turn over $6Q0 
to the Canadian Friends Service Committee 
• * to be spent for medical supplies for all 
"parts (North and South) of Vietnam, Members ’ 
of the group agreed to continue Vietnam 
relief efforts in two ways: encouraging 

young Friends to raise more money for the 
•Canadian Friends Service Committee, and seeking 
to open up legal channels for humanitarian 
aid. They also made plans to promote training 
in nonviolent 'peace squad' methods, hoping 
thereby to enable Friends to live up to their 
'“'■’testi.* jnies by keeping the peace in difficult 
■ situations." .. 

Concerning the Young Friends of North America (YFNA) 
."The Friends Journal," Philadelphia, Pa., dated December. 1, 
1967, page 627, contains an article cautioned, ''China Today* 

_ * -YFNA Workshop reported by CAROLYN WILBUR TREADWAY, which 

in part states as follows: u- 
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to further our kr. cv^e dge 
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and understanding of 
share cur findings 


In line with these 
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the East -Vest 


Contacts Committee cf Young Friends of North 
America recently held its fourth annual Workshop 
or. China. Fourteen cf tna thirty-two partici- 
pants were from foreign countries- Resource 
personnel were William Barton cf the Friends 
Service Council (Ion con ) \ George Denney cf 
the U„ S- State Department \ William Kinton, 
author cf 'Fanshenj* Allan Cole of Tufts 
University i Russell McArthur cf Selkirk College 
in British Columbia, and Bronson Clark cf 
the American Friends Service Committee, who 
served as moderator. 


"Two main themes dominated the conference • 

The first was the challenge to the Western 
World - and especially to Christianity and 
Quakerism - of Chinese Communism's theory and 
accomplishment of effective social change. 

The second was the responsibility of U. S, 
policies in Southeast Asia for the breakdown 
in U..S, - China communication and cooperation, 

"The ideal goals of Chinese Communism's 'social 
gospel' are strikingly similar in some ways 
to those of Christianity and Quakerism, The 
Communists advocate and are supposedly working 
for a classless society where service to others 
is to be the sole incentive for working and 
where there are to be no distinctions between 
rich and poor, educated and uneducated, bourgeois 
and proletariat- The present Cultural Revolution 
is seen by Maoists as the means of achieving 
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of. the world car- snare equally ir. the world. s 
resources with the remaining third: Quakers are forced 

to consider whether the violence advocated by the 
Communists is more effective in achieving social 
change than the nonviolence of civil disobedience 
and evolutionary change of cover we would prefer - 
We must wonder t too, whether service for others 
is rot as viacie a r incentive for economic 
accomplishment as the profit motive- 

’’The present U S- policy of containment of 
China - support of the status-quo governments 
of surrounding countries and extension of 
naval and air power in Southeast Asia * is the 
aggressive foreign policy of\a rich nation 
seeking tc maintain its special advantages in the 
world It is inconsistent with our Christian 
beliefs: It a-pperts Chinese propaganda 

that the United States is China f s implacable 
enemy.: The overcoming of ignorance and of 

apathy toward China t or the exerting of in- 
fluence upon our government to pursue a mere open 
• - and enlightened policy * is only a small part 

of the solution *’ 

J- 

- • This document contains neither recommendations nor 

conclusions of the FBI It is the preperty of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency \ it and its contents are not to be 
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January zt, iy68 



Dear v . 


\ 






Your letter of January 23rd has been received. 



In response to your Inquiry, Information contained 
In our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to 

4WjMi Jn ki «*-**■* — — -* 

tUiUidU U1C UdlA JTVJU KLir 

This Bureau has no list for distribution such as you 
desire; however, you may wish to secure a copy of "Guide to Sub- 
versive Organizations and Publications," prepared and released 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. In it are 
listed some of the groups and periodicals which have been cited 
a\ by various state and Federal agencies, and a copy of it can be 


Mf VlAkft 0 tjmm. 0A*f Akkf Am * 

lui ocvcuijr vcui o ajtujji 


the Superintendent of Documents, 


Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402. Checks or 
money orders should be drawn payable to the Superintendent of 
cuments. C. O. D. orders will not be accepted. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Tol 
D* Loach 

Mohr 

Bi shop _ 
Caspar _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 

F*U 

Gal* 

noil 
Sullivan 
Tovel 
Tretley 
Tale. ftoo 
Holmes 
Gandy _ 
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f " e j 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. American 
Frida |fi, Service Committee is well known to the Bureau as a 
pacifist gfrOup with the Quaker Church. 
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January 23, 1953 


Federal 3ureau of Invsrti ~ation 


Washington, L. C. 


Dear Sir: 



Recently, I have received two publication? 
from a group calling themselves the Ameri - 
can Friends Service Committee. 


tL 


Even though this paper was printed in the 
U. S., the erticles bear an uncanny resem- 
blence to those articles written in Hanoi, 

Pek ing and Koggpg 

I do not know how or why my name v-, s^lj^egg jggg 
on their mailing list. Keecless to -sav . I 


have told them to delete my name from that 

list. (1 . 1 ' * • * ■ » > , . 

_ i \ * t. ; * • C ; ? ^ 

CORS*^ 

Do you know anything about this American 



Friends Service Committee? Also, coulc you 
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send ir.e a list 

of those 

publi caticr.s, 

enc organizations etc. . 

considered to 

subversive? I 

believe 

t 

tfc-t the board 

Education, the 

fa cultit 

s ar.c students 


should be alerted to this cordon den? 


Thanks very c.uch 


# 



im fcpfy, Pimm Rtfwt m 
f» kiVfc 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

JAf* 2 2 1359 


QUAKER ACTION GROUP (QAG) 


The fbHoxlhS newspaper articles, which are 
attached, set forth current news concerning the QAG 
and the voyage of the ketch Phoenix in its efforts to 
deliver medical supplies to North or South Vietnam: 

1. An article from the "Friends Journal," 
Philadelphia, Pa., December l6, 1967* 
beginning "A Quaker Action Group's 
Yacht, Phoenix ..." 

2. An article from "The Evening Bulletin," 
Philadelphia, Pa., December 28, 1967* 
captioned "2d Voyage to N. Vietnam 
Planned by Phoenix Crew." 

3. An article from "The Philadelphia 
Inquirer," Philadelphia, Pa., 

January 2, 1968, captioned "Quakers 
Plan Suit Against TJ.S. to Free 
Frozen Bank Funds." 
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A Qutker Action Gronp's y«dit, Phoenix i sailed November 
H for Da Nang, loaded with medical supplies, with the avowed 
intention of delivering half to the South Vietnamese Red Cross 
and half to the militant Buddhists of that country. Visas and 

permission had been issued at Hong Kong by the South Viet- 
namese consul. 

However, at Da Nang an official South Vietnamese boat met 
the Phoenix to announce that the Government had changed its 
inind and canceled the visas. No explanation was given. As the 
IJouwiAL went to press, the Quaker craft was on its way to the 
jport of Saigon in another attempt to bring medical assistance? 
to sufferers on both sides of the conflict. If delivery of supplies 
to both the South Vietnamese Red Cross and the Buddhists 
could not be assured, the crew had permission to donate thi 
cargo to the Red Cross Societies of the North Vietnamese and 
the National Liberation Front via the International Control 
Commission** plane from Cambodia. 

Still at the warehouse at Hong Kong was $5,000 worth of 
•urgical instruments to be delivered by some means to the Red 
Cross in North Vietnam, which states that direct delivery to 
Hai phong is not possible under intensified bombing conditions. 
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|2cf Voyage to N. Vietnam 
Planned by Phoenix Crew 


m & 


By CAROL INXERST 


Of tht Bulletin Staff 

The Quaker crew of ihe ship 
Phoenix, which the South Viet- 
namese prevented from unload- 
ing medical supplies for civilian 
war victims, will sail next 
month for North Vietnam. It 
will be the third sailing for ihe 
Phoenix and the second to 
North Vietnam, 

George Lakey, Philadelphia 
project director for the Phoe- 
nix’s second foray into Vietnam 


f ifK I 1 f BLMkl ! ^ Jk 

win* uicuiwai ycsicr- 


day related details of that voy- 
age and spoke of plans for the 
next sailing. 

.i He addressed a news confer- 
ence at headquarters of a Qua- 
Mker Action Group, 20 £. 12th sL 
jjlnvited to Hanoi 
R The organization was formed 
-a year ago *‘40 take non-violent 
action against war and the 
forces of injustice," according 
to Lakey, who also is cochair- 
man of the group with George 
Willoughby. 

*- He said the Phoenix had been 
Invited by Hanoi last March 
when It delivered $10,000 worth 
of medical supplies to Haiphong 
for the Red Cross Society of 
North Vietnam. j 

The Phoenix will take $3,000 ! 
worth of surgical equipment 
there in January', he said 


T Vl 17T 1 

SJ ( «. VI «?J1A vjjjl Ul£ UAi* 


den st, and an assistant pro- 
fessor, of Upland School of So- 
cial Change in Chester, re- 
turned from Vietnam Christmas 
Eve. ■ ‘ 

Unloading Barred 
1 He had left for that country 
Ml Oct it, and sailed with the 
, ^oenix and its crew of eight 
■ f rom Hong Kong on Nov. 14 

with $S,00ti worth of medical 
* * - - s 


supplies destined for the Red 
Cross Society of South Viet- 
nam and the United Buddhist 
Church of South Vietnam! * 

“We got to Danang Nov. J9, 
visas from the South Vietnam- 
ese government in hand,” he re- 
| called. "The morning of the 
'20th an official of the South 
Vietnamese government told us 
we couldn't unload our cargo 
and had to leave. He offered 
no explanation, ' ' 

"We vigiled three days be- 
yond the three-mile limit out- s 
side Danang, hoping the South 
| Vietnamese government would 
accept the supplies they needed.. 
Then, on Nov. 30, we left for 
Cap Sl Jacques in southern. 
Vietnam and vigiled another; 
three days close to Saigon. 
Claims Harassment t 

"While in the waters outside 
Saigon — but beyond the three-! 
mile limit — we were harassed 
by the South Vietnamese navy 
boats that fired machinegutis 
into the water near us and at- 
tempted to make us collide with' 
their boats. 

"A United States Navy 
launch trained two machine- 
guns on us — one * deck- 
mounted gun and another in a 
sailor's hands. It seemed dear 
to me it was an attempt to in* 
tinndate us.** 

^Lakey said the Quakers will 
vry again io deliver supplies to 
South Vietnam after the Jan- 
uary trip to Hanoi. 

He said the medical supplies 
were purchased in Hong Kong 
and came from local manufac- 
ture rs t Japan, Switzerland and 
the United States. Money U> 
purchase them was raised iif 
about a month through volvsivl 
tary contributions, mostly 
American citizens, Lake)' said./ 
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iers Plan Suit 


V 


Against -U.S* to Free 


Frozen Bank Funds 


i J 1 * Philadelphia-based A Quaker Action Group, which 
us defied Federal law to send aid to Communist areas of 
Vietnam, is preparing to sue for release of Its frozen bank 

accounts, an . official said >— — — 

Blackwood Terrace, N. 3 ., said 

the funds - the group seeks to 


Monday. 

George Willoughby, co-chair- 
Sian of the predominantly 


recover are $623.82, froiei. Sept. 

28, 1966, hi the Provident Na- 


Quaker organization with heaW' N *; 

ithe group which sent the Tteht 1 ^ 44 ^ 0 ’,^ ^ f 1D ' 23 * D 

j Phoenix to Vietnam alreadj has £l n S° lrt P<Dn B,nk 0f Phii4 ‘ 
'filed an application for release J? ’ * ’ 
of the accounts as ■ first step' , Tlw "* nks notified the group 
in the contemplated legal ac- . Cf v er n ment had ordered the 


. : Willoughby, «f 340 Pine ave., 


I - 


deposits frozen because it had 


“reason to believe there was an] 
interest of foreign nationals in 
the accounts," Willoughby said. 

The group bis not decided, 
he added, what action to take 
on a third account of about $500, 
a personal account of Wilmer 
Voung, group treasurer. . . 


Hard Knock for Reds 


,V * * * 


i w 


| LONDON, Jan. 1 (AP).-J 
(Somebody stole the knockers -off! 
the Communist Chinese legr- 
jtion’s front door about Christ* 
imas time. Complaining to police, 
•the legation blamed “imperialist 
revisionists" for the tiic/t of ihr 
Jaatitpockeri worth $1,20 each. 
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TESTIMONY ON VIETNAM BY STEWART MEAwHAM -* 

National Peace Education Secretary 
American Prienda Service Committee 


In August and September of this year I visited South Vietnam representing the 
American Friends Service Committee, My primary mission was to make firsthand 
Inquiry into the general situation in Vietnam so that the peace education work of 
the AFSC could be better informed and bring more accurately into focus the essen- 
tial facts and issues about the war in Vietnam. Also,* I visited the service activi- 
ties which are being carried on in South Vietnam by the AFSC# These include a v 
prosthetic center in Quang Ngai and a variety of individual service assignments in 
the Saigon area# - .. .. 

During the course of my visit I talked with many Americans and many Vietnamese* 
both military and civilian# I talked with religious leaders* with journalists* with 
refugee officials, with students, with social workers* and with Americans working 
for voluntary service agencies# I visited the Central Vietnam city of Hue, as well 
as Qiang Ngai. I spent two days traveling by motor vehicle and helicopter to 
refugee camps* provincial and district headquarters, and remote hamlets. I crossed 
a river by canoe because a highway bridge between Hue and the airport had been blown 
m up that same morning by the forces of the National Liberation Front. I was in Qiang 
Ngal on September 3 and observed the balloting there in the South Vietnam election# 
On one occasion I watched American helicopters and dive bombers attacking a line of 
hills near a hospital I was visiting# Nightly* whether I was in Saigon or in a 
more remote area* I heard the sound of H A 1 (harassment and interdiction) fire, 
sometimes close by, sometimes in the distance. 

From the things that I saw and the people I talked with I gained these Im- 
pressions: 

1. The U.S. armed forces and U.S. civilian employees are beleaguered In-South 
Vietnam# Everywhere one goes whether it be out in the countryside where active 
military operations are in progress, or in Saigon itself where the U*S. military 
presence is most apparent, V #S. armed forces and U.S* civilian employees are billeted 
and they work in heavily guarded enclaves* in buildings surrounded by barbed wire* 

* sandbag barricades, cement -f i lied oil drums, grenade protection screens* and machine 
l guns. 

f 

j 2# The Vietnamese population surrounds the Americans wherever they are, and In 

, every city and every part of the country the Ameri cars cannot assume for a moment 
* that the VJC. will not emerge from amongst the civilian population, carry out lilt- ; 
and -disappear propaganda meetings or armed attacks, and then melt back into the 
population, secure and unbetrayed# 

i f 

* 3. Though the U.S. forces and civilian workers are constantly attempting to 
improve their security arrangements, they move about with a constant awareness of 
insecurity# 

4. The Americans generally do not have a sense of clear purpose or of accom- 
plishment# The military personnel are there for-m year -and It Is the goal of most 



to last out the year and leave. The civilians are often quite candid about their 
high pay and their fringe benefits and their feeling that they would not be able to 
-do nearly as well back in the States. ... . .. rf 

5. There is great demoralisation among Tnany Vietnamese because of the low 
esteem In which they hold the Saigon regime. They feel that it is corrupt and 
graft-ridden. They have little respect for its leaders. On the other hand one 
hears Americans and Vietnamese alike refer to the NLF in terms of respect; they 
consider the NLF to be honest in its dealings with the peasants and they say that 
the NLF leadership is close to the people rather than separated by distinctions of 
status and privilege. 

* - a 

6. The recent elections aroused little or no enthusiasm among the Vietnamese. 

The feeling was widespread that the elections were rigged from start to finish. 

7. There is virtually no freedom -of -dissent or of independent political action. 
One hears persistent rumors that the jails are packed with political prisoners who 
are subjected to torture and beatings- ■ 

8. The elections are viewed by Vietnamese and many Americans as changing 
nothing in Vietnam, but useful to the Johnson Administration for propaganda purposes 
in the U*S. 

In 'this situation 1 reached three basic conclusions, one economic, one humani- 
tarian, and one political. ~ \ 

■ *- « 

m « 

1 - The economy of South Vietnam is being destroyed by the war, perhaps Irretrievably . 

, South Vietnam, instead of remaining a major rice export area, is now importing 
nearly one million tons this year. Rubber exports have been cut in half. A signifi- 
cant new war -related export item is scrap metal, bought by Japanese junk dealers and 
shinned to Yokohama- - 

jr * - _ _ - 

I - r 

Meanwhile imports of highly sophisticated western products, mainly from the U.S. 
and Japan, soar. In four years the ratio of imports to exports has gone up from 
^-to-1 to 25-to-l* 

This grossly artificial economic activity is made possible, and even essential, 
by the vast influx of consumer buying power in the form of wages, both military and 
-civilian, and other war-related activities. Without the flood of western imported 
.goods inflation would bring all economic activity to a halt* As it is, inflation is 
a continuing crisis problem. Those who suffer most are the villagers and those who 
profit the most are the urban privileged class in government, business, and the upper 
.levels of the military* . 

The Vietnamese earn money in this U.S* financed economy by the services they 
render In several major highly lucrative, war -related occupations: (1) the construc- 
tion of luxury housing and office buildings for foreigners and wealthy Vietnamese, 

(2) military service, (3) prostitution, and {4) bribery and influence peddling* 
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Meanwhile U.S. and Japanese businesses share in the profits from the var. Over 
800 U.S. firms have commercial representatives in Saigon. selling automobi les, motor 
Scooters, radio and electronic equipment, food products, air-conditioning equipment* 
and a vide range of other luxury consumer goods. 

Thus as Vietnam’s own productive capacities are being destroyed the tin! ted 
States finds itself using Vietnam as a dumping ground for excess U.S. dollars and 
excess U.S. and Japanese manufactured goods. Those vho profit are the U.S. and 
Japanese manufacturers, the Vietnamese and the Americans in Vietnam vho are In on 
the graft, and the high-salaried Americans and top Vietnamese vho are running the 
var and its related activities. Those vho are victimised are the Vietnamese peasants, 
young people, and urban poor* also the young Americans vho are sent into combat. 

Those vho foot the bill are the American tax -payers. 

Thus, economically the var exploits the Vietnamese people and the American tax 
payers for the profit of American and Japanese industry. The enormous wealth Which 
top Vietnamese acquire in the process is incidental. (I question whether this economic 
exploitation was initially a direct motivating cause of the var; it is however a 
clear and dominant aspect of the war situation as it has developed, and it is a ^ 

powerful barrier now to peace.) 

II * The cultural life of the common people of Vietnam Is being obliterated . 

Over 607. of the South Vietnamese people have normally lived in villages or in 
the countryside. Approximately 3 million of these have become refugees during recent 
years of heightened U.S. military operations in Vietnam. Thus with a total non-urban 
population of about 12,500,000, about 25Z of the peasant and village population of 
South Vietnam have been driven from their homes and their rice paddies and they have 
been crowded into refugee camps and into city slums. Informed Americans in Vietnam 
estimate that 857. of the refugees have fled not to escape the Viet Cong, but to get 
away from U.S. bombing and H & I fire. Their homes have been Tired on, their villages 
have been deliberately burned or bombed, and whole areas have been literally bull* 
doted out of existence. 

Vhile a peasant society is both more vulnerable and more resilient -than a saore 
sophisticated society to some forms of attack from without, ve can get some notion 
of the dimensions of the carnage of var in Vietnam if ve ask ourselves what the effect 
on our society would be if a proportionate number of our people had been driven from 
their homes by var and had had their homes destroyed. For us the number would be 
about 35 or A0 million people. This approaches the dimensions of disaster which we 
would experience in an initial nuclear attack. 

When our military leaders talk of the war continuing for years, what do they 

think will be left of Vietnam? How can a country suffering such havoc survive? At 

what point does the further extension of a var cross the line that divides mass 

killing from genocide, war damage from war crime? 

* 

The creation of refugees Xs not a by-product of this war but an integral part 
of it, planned as a necessary strategy to destroy the base of NLF guerilla operations. 
This strategy takes for granted the supporting relationship between NLF forces and 
the Vietnam village people. To destroy essential support for the NLF militarily our 
armed forces now destroy the villages and turn the village people into refugees. 


K - 


* 


) 


Jff- 


T* 




An official IKS. memorandum titled Status of Refugee Program states in part: 
"In 1968 vith the increase of military activity in the more densely settled areas, 
new refugees should number 600,000 vith about 300,000 being re-established during 

the same period*” - - — ^ . ... .... 


The U*S* authorities not only acknowledge the essential connection between 
••military activity" and rising estimates of "new refugees"; they also plan to ex- 
ploit the misery of the refugees to gain support for the South Vietnamese government 
In whose behalf our armed forces are creating the refugees In the first place* 


The above memorandum states: "Refugees by virtue of their numbers, their 

recognizable identity as a disadvantaged and compassionate group, and most Impor- 
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present a singular and readily exploitable opportunity to increase popular support 
of the Government of Vietnam within Vietnam and abroad *" (Emphasis supplied) 


Thus even the humanitarian impulses of those who feel pity for the refugees 
are included in the calculations of the U.S. authorities who are responsible for 
carrying out the war programs in Vietnam. First they destroy villages. Then they 
encourage compassionate concern for the refugees from the destroyed villages. Then 
they use the works of compassion as evidence of the fine qualities of the Govern- 

f“ of Vi PfnfltTi * T"» H 4ri 4 C t)9V heir cooV n Inef! fu Hachrftulno inAra vt 1 IdD.e t-A 
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keep this government in power. The truth is that genuine humanitarian purposes can- 
not be fulfilled until the U.S* military activities in Vietnam are ended, and xio 
humanitarian programs connected vith the military activities are truly humanitarian 
unless they serve to bring the war to a halt rather than justify its continuation. 


Ill • Political life in South Vietnam has but two dimensions: the massive military 
Intervention of the United States and the seeming inexhaustible capacity of 
the NLF to continue effective resistance . 

With the recent election of the military junta and the swift crushing of those 
*rho charged that the election was rigged, the doom of any likely independent "non- 
Front" political activity in South Vietnam was sealed* 


Rumors and reports of jails bulging with political prisoners in South Vietnam, 
mnd of intensive Interrogations accompanied by torture as a matter of routine are 
widespread. At the same time students and others who have been engaged vigorously 
in non -Communist struggle movement activities against the Saigon regime say that 
many of their number are coming to the conclusion that the NLF is the only alterna- 
tive to the 'corrupt, foreign dominated, militaristic Saigon government. They say 
that many already have joined the Front and more yet are giving it serious considera- 
tion. They say that the Front is growing in strength. They say that U.S. policy in 
South Vietnam is creating Communists. 

i 

9 The basic desire of most Vietnamese is for peace. All Vietnamese except the 
top leadership group have an enormous stake in peace; without it they cannot survive 
as Vietnamese. Only the leadership group around Thieu and Ky has a compelling Stake 
in blocking peace moves. Most of them have a clear and unblemished record of fight- 


ing alongside foreign powers against Vietnamese nationalists. 
French; now it is the Americans. 


First it was the 
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The financial stake vhich the leaders of the South Vietnamese Government have 
In the var is fabulous. Through graft and influence peddling they have access to 
.American dollars beyond their dreams under the French* And the entire golden 
stream vould be cut off if the var ended* They cannot afford peace. And they are 
the ones ve are fighting for* 

This situation can be changed only by radical action by the United States* 

This should follow along the following lines: 

1* The United States should publicly acknowledge the failure of a basically ^ 
military response to the essentially economic and political problems in 
Vietnam. It should declare its decision to initiate clearly stated and swiftly 
phased military de-escalation and withdrawal* This would include cessation of bomb- 
ing, of search and destroy missions, of free fire zones, etc*, but it would go much 
further and would be within the context of a total plan for withdrawal vhich would 
not be contingent upon political choices made by the Vietnamese. 

2* The United States should withdraw its financial support from the Saigon 
regime because of the graft, corruption, and War-focused character of 
that reglme v s leaders and top officials. 

3. The United States should release from all of the South Vietnamese jails 

the political prisoners vhich are being held there, and it should -strictly 
refrain from giving any support to governmental efforts to suppress the freedom of 
any Vietnamese to engage in peaceful political discussion, debate, and public demon 
strations* Where police or other armed units use U *S . arms to suppress such acti- 
vities the U.S. forces should disarm them* 


M* The United States should organize emergency direct food and shelter aid 
programs for people in need during the interim period of new political 
-activity which these measures would generate, during which the Vietnamese them- 
selves would be deciding how long Thieu and Ky would remain in power and who should 
take their place. 

3* The United States should negotiate with whatever powers continue or emerge 
in Vietnam during this period on the following matters: 

-a* 'The complete withdrawal of U*S. armed forces* 

t>. How and in what forms and quantities U*S* resources might be made 
available for the rebuilding of Vietnam, 
c. What safeguards might be provided for the safety of Vietnamese who have 
been identified with the U*S* military intervention* This should in- 
clude but not be confined to enabling some to emigrate* But the basic 
-effort should be to encourage talks among the Vietnamese themselves which 
would take into account the new situation and plan for the future* leav- 
' ing behind the tragic past. 

If such a course were to be pursued it vould involve many perplexing difficulties, 
many inequities, many cruelties and brutalities, and many compromises with what we 
as Americans like to think are our basic principles* I am convinced that the diffi- 
culties, the Inequities, the cruelties and brutalities, and ilhe compromises of our 
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present course are for greater and far less manageable than these would be. 

Some fear an admission by America of defeat, or of having been wrong. In ay 
mind such an admission in this situation would greatly strengthen, the confidence 
of people everywhere in American integrity and goodwill. In the long run 2 think 
we as a nation would gain face rather than lose it, and that the world would be 
better off. I am sure the Vietnamese would be. 
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Xg^eT TI-.: Bir.h, < liainsir. of ihe NLF delegation and 
«. q[ l*'i4)ttt*s Central committee, wbo spoke 


Bronson CI:“k, Russell Johnson, and me *o» np- 
prcxinantcly two i i- *• - i's- Taking note of the Phocr.ix ro.s- 
iior. to North Yic:n:>m nr.d the AFSC program in Souih 
Vietnam, Madame Hinh raised the issue of obtaining 
QuaVer relief for the Front to assist those hurt by the 
var in and around ‘he liberated areas in South Vietnam. 

vv'e ] com e votti uuterit! assistance, she said. For the 
time being, your Iirljs on medical aid and mqpey is in a 
good direction.*' 

Madame Binh’s associate, Ha Thanh Lain, the NLF 
representative in 1 1 i.igue, ctanfied a further reason for 
the Front’s intercsi In Quaker rehei. your activities, nc 
pointed out, '‘though proceeding from good motivations, 
fan be used by the U.S. and Saigon Governments to 
•enhance the presuj;<‘ and the 'pacification' efforts of the 
‘Q^irrMr> T\'innPt Yfi'l!ll£. ” Wherever voluntary agencies 

*'“■■‘ 6 "“ “''ll - *• 

Choose to establish strlief operations in cooperation with 
Saigon, he said, th'-y inadvertently encourage and enable 
UJS. and Saigon military forces to evacuate and destroy 
nearby contested villages and to herd people toward new 
1 , 2pprovcd" locat 1 4 »ns ^djECcni to tne rcnci x2.clx1t.1cs. me 
front, therefore, outside aid to give an slitrn^tivc to 
those whose village* ^re razed. 

Informed of Fi imds’ continuing concern that Quaker 




1 ^ arcDTTiTi^nv our relief SUt> 

i U. ibiiVI j J. ’ J - — - s 

plies, Madame ltinh explained that “‘the time is not 
right”— that it was unlikely that our personnel could 
speak Vietnamese, operate by flashlight in underground 
-caverns, keep pure with the Liberation Forces, and sur- 
vive on the basic diet of the Vietnamese. Already the 
Front * experience with American prisoners has revealed 
how much *'speci.il attention” foreigners require. In con- 
dud-Ing. Madame liinh said gently: *‘I suggest you Te- 
• verrtTS* tsl.jjjji *’ Perhans. she suggested. Friends 

WA&iiiUik. jw !*• y — — A — ' — 00 " 

could find ‘‘another way” to extend relief to her people. 
•Wt hope,” she milled, “‘that these words may give you 
some food for thought-*’ 

— a» ** #■ 


Possible Nourishment for Friends’ Peacc'lY itutss 

+. 

"Food for thought"? Yes, I brought back quite a bit 
from Bratislava, I offer these final observations for 
Friends' further digestion. 

First, I am convinced that die Vietnamese with whom 
I met value the witness of Friends as 2 distinct contribu- 
tion toward ending the war. They made it dear that they 
welcome the medical supplies of American Friends both 

3 c 2 frv-sfrTh ntinn t/\ ? Vi * rs f *« 

— ~ w+« U 1 U i UXX Vi U i S-ASW-J.. dli X ^ ^ 

confrontation with the U.S. Government's strategy of 
attrition. I realize that some Friends have felt no medical 
aid should be extended save on our terms, while others 
urge that we shift the focus of our energies to “more 

political” efforts to stop the war. Still others have ex- 
pressed concern at mixing what they perceive as our reli- 
gious responsibility for relief with our political responsi- 
bility for protest. For myself, 1 should merely like to urge 
that while w f e continue to deliberate over what a more 
relevant, more radical, more Quaker action toward the 
war should be, we do not lose sight of the very real and' 
distinct witness we can make now. For if indeed it has 
become the national interest of these United States to. 

-t 

bleed the Vietnamese to death or the conference table, 
then surely the least wre can do is to put our government 
on notice that Friends are in the business "of giving 
transfusions. 

A Different Commanding Officer 

Second, while striving to maintain our unequivocal 
opposition to hatred, violence, and bloodshed on both 
sides of the ’war, we dare not overlook the implications 
of our relief work in connection with the political struggle 
lor peace. We cannot continue to "help wherever v r e are 
permitted to help” without asking political questions — 
or answering our own religious queries. Every humani- 

# ft n « jb# Vi,** mm* A k«afftp«M 1 L m ihjftl «kft«%#Aft i i4m 
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ously, with the recently announced cutbacks in USAID 
funds to South Vietnam and the shift of village W’ork 
from civilian to military command, U.S. voluntary relief 
agencies are likely to find themselves under iscrc.uing 
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By Ross Flanagan 


T a wa my privilege to participate in September, as one 
JL g; three Friends (with Bronson Clark and Russell 

jo.iiis*/*; u. 4iiv r w ««^iuii Cw*^u: wt**njwucvj, jii 

a week-long conference ir. Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, 

with the Czechoslovakian Peace Commit tee as host, The 

meetings, arranged by David Dellinger, editor of Libera- 

tior>, brought together forty-one Americans generally rep* 

xeser.tative of the "New Left" with eight members of the 

National Liberation Front and eleven citizens of the 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam. History may record 

this as a highly significant meeting in that it involved the 

largest member of Vietnamese to attend a conference 

outside their country since the Geneva Conference of 

1954 and also represented the firs: time a group of NLF 

representatives had sat down with a group of Americans. ‘ 

The conference sessions were largely devoted to the 

presentation of formal statements, professions of mutual 

admiration, and the enumeration and exchange of qt;cs- 

. lions for further discussion. The NLF. placed major 

^ emphasis in its statement on the historical development* 

] of the Front’s struggle for independence and Uie quality . 

1 of life in i ts ‘‘liberated zones" while the North Vietnam^ 

- _ % 

* cse focused their presentation around their country's 

extensive and imaginative arrangements to cope with 
srepped-uji American bombing. The American delega- 
tion presented an assessment of the effects (political, 
social, and economic) of the war in the United Suites and 
an explanation of the role of various constituencies active 
in the antiwar movement. 

However, h was the humanity of the Vietnamese dele- 
gation dtat sj>okc most forcefully to me. There was Vu 
Tin Kao, a twenty-year-old schoolteacher who had re- 
ceived two hundred wounds from a U.S. antipersonnel 
bomb while on her way to school There was the color film 
of life in North Vietnam before the bombing began — a 
-heart-rending contras: to live more recent films of the war. 

There was the cable that arrived during the conference 
inform one of the members of the North Vietnamese 
delegation that six of his children had been injured in an 
snr raid. So mudi carnage and misery — and yet, far from 
icing brutalized and bitter, the Vietnamese I met seemed 
to have more understanding and less hatred of Americans 
. than had some members of our U.5. delegation. , - //^ * 


At Bratislava we were given a dear understanding ol 
Vietnamese attitudes toward Friends* diverse relief pro- 
grams. Of particular interest were the remarks of Madame 
* ^ . — 
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become ever more seriously impIicaJttl—arTd 
involved in our governments #i pcrificauon ss program. If 
Friends feel ihu: it is important for us to stay and min- 
ister to the sufferings of our brothers in South Vietnam, 
then surely i: is essential that ve minister to persons of 
•all backgrounds and beliefs who suffer there, induding 
she millions of people living in areas controlled by die 
NLd% When one reads of an appeal by General William 
Westmoreland (November 22, 1955) on behalf of Quaker 
relief in South Vietnam, one readily sees how important 
it is for all concerned that Friends, FriencLr agencies and 
Friends* programs make dear by their actions that Quak- 
-er* sen e a different Commanding Officer, 

1 Third, again at Bratislava I was reminded of how 
hheap words are — how easily we Americans imellectualizej 
|he war and ignore our real responsibilities for ending it! 
Talking with the Vietnamese, one could not help but 
be struck by the contras: between the total commitment! 
of their Jives and the shallowness that has typified so 
much of our own protest* Tm prepared to suffer through 
the war in Vietnam if that w ill bring people to a realiza- 
tion of the futility of war/* remarked one Friend recently, 
urging his Yearly Meeting no: to act lawlessly by extend- - 
ing relief to all parts of Vietnam. Ye: surely we fool no 
one but ourselves if we think v r e can successfully adopt 
iuch a detached and unfeeling posture toward the human 
rragedy of Vietnam and still survive the war as Friends. 

^ ,MS Flanagan of Jlcrkclcy Meeting. a sojourning mem- 

ber of New York MoaUJy Meeting, is project secretary of New York 
Yearly Meeting's experimental Fjojcci on Community Conflict. He 
has been assisting meetings concerned to extend Quaker relief io all 
p arts of Vi etnam. 
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Appeal 


furnished a leaflet captioned 
e Conscience of America for Peace with 
Honor in Vietnam" issued by the Catholic Worker, Committee 
for Non-Violent Action, Student Peace Union, and War 
Resistors League, all New York. STEWART MEACHAK appeared 
among the signers of the declaration which stated in part 
as follows : 


ho v>oY\xr a y*p ntir ^rihcrl ftviR TP f uc fl *1 to 

V MV4 V V V V «k* vwatw v » w • »■ ■— “ » » w r w " ’ w 

with the United States Government in the prosecution of 
the war in Vietnam. 


*Ve encourage those who can conscientiously do so to 
refuse to serve in the armed forces and to ask for 
discharge if they are already in. 


•Those of us who are subject to the draft ourselves 
declare our own intention to refuse to serve. 


“We urge others to refuse and refuse ourselves to take 
part in the manufacture or transportation of military 
equipment, or to work in the fields of military research 
«nd weapons development. 

a ^ 

“We shall encourage the development of other nonviolent 
acts. Including acts which Involve civil disobedience, 
in order to stop the flow of American soldiers and 
munitions to Vietnam, 1 ’ 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
Its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


